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Foreword 
 

John Curtin, is said by many to be Australia’s ‘greatest 

Prime Minister’. However, that is to misread Curtin and 

place him within the bounds of Westminsterism. He was 

not merely an effective politician, nor just a great 

statesman. Rather, the evidence establishes he was one of 

the greatest figures of the Twentieth Century and for our 

country, a true national leader. 

He dedicated the last thirty years of his life to not only 

Australia’s welfare, but also for the cause of peace. Yet he 

was not a pacifist, as his life would show. He weighed the 

interests of peace against the legacy of our European 

Civilisation and our national requirements and identity. For 

example, in the later part of World War One, Curtin urged 

that a peace conference be convened to end the terrible war 

which he understood as destroying European Civilisation. 

Curtin was a harsh critic of the Treaty of Versailles which 

he correctly saw as sowing the seeds for another war. He 

criticised the use of black troops in the French Occupation 

of the Rhineland. He was also worried about a future race-
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war between what he called White Civilisation and Islam. 

He believed that altering Germany’s eastern border would 

only cause bitterness and also lay the basis for a new world 

war. 

Throughout the 1930s he urged the European nations to 

come together in peace. When war was declared in 1939, he 

was almost broken hearted. He believed it was still possible 

to end the war by a negotiated settlement and as late as 

1940 he called for a peace conference. Throughout 1941, 

Curtin became alarmed at the deterioration of the situation 

in the Pacific. He was worried about Roosevelt’s aggressive 

policies in retaliation against Japan and calculated that while 

Japan offered a challenge to Australia, war could be 

averted. He made friends with the new Japanese 

ambassador to Australia, who was a hard-line Japanese 

expansionist, but Curtin’s honesty and sincerity caused a 

great mellowing of his attitude.  

Both Curtin and this ambassador tried throughout 1941 to 

work out some sort of compromise between Japan and the 

Western powers. The ambassador actually warned Curtin 

that things had gone too far and hinted that war was 

inevitable. Curtin then warned the US of the Japanese 

ambassador’s remarks that war was to come. At this time, 

Curtin was still only the Leader of the Opposition and not 

Prime Minister, but he did acquire permission of Menzies 

as Prime Minister to engage in these discussions and he 

kept him informed of their progress. The Japanese 

ambassador praised Curtin to his Tokyo superiors. By the 



CURTIN’S CALL. THE HERITAGE BOOK 3    WHITE AUSTRALIA 

9 

time he became Prime Minister in November 1941, it was 

too late to avert war. What we are going to suggest here is 

controversial, but we believe the great tragedy that engulfed 

the Pacific, may, just may, have been prevented if Curtin 

had won the 1940 Federal election. We believe if he had 

become Prime Minister a year earlier, he would have had a 

year to work out a peace deal between the Japanese and the 

Western powers that would have avoided the Japanese 

attack upon Pearl Harbour. For Curtin, peace was the 

prerequisite to a great Australian national project, the 

creation of a new nation based upon European blood but 

located in the Pacific. Curtin never accepted the militarist 

ideal as apposite to Australia or its culture. He viewed the 

European militarism as anathema. In that way, he was 

decidedly Australian, although in the defence of the Nation 

itself, he was no pacifist. 

Here then, is the great man in his own words. Rather than 
repeating a biographical background, we present his 
thoughts in the immediacy they were intended that he now 
might speak to us again. That we might share his vision and 
passion for the Australian nation and its people from a time 
also fraught with peril.  
 
Dr. Jim Saleam PHD, Sydney, Australia, 2020 
 

 
 
 



10 

PART ONE 
 
 
 
 
 

White Australia And European 
Civilisation 

 
 
 

ohn Curtin was the man who became Prime Minister of 
Australia in its darkest hour in October 1941, just prior 
to the Japanese attack upon Pearl Harbour. The man, 

who was a socialist for his entire life, had another side 
overlooked by many; he had a deep love not only for 
Australia, but a love of all aspects of European culture as 
well. In the Victorian Socialist Party (VSP), he had learned 
a very different socialism. He supported a multi class 
producerist system that could uphold a new civilisation in 
the Southern Seas. Interestingly, VSP members would 
study not just Australian literature and poetry and history, 
but European culture generally. Indeed, the early Australian 
socialists were expected to have an understanding of the 
foundations of our European culture. Vance Palmer, an 
early Australian socialist, would write: “The Australian 
socialist tradition had never been a severely industrial one 
and had perhaps derived most of its force from nationalist 

J 
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ideas. The dream was one of founding in our remote seas 
an ideal republic from which the evils of the old-world 
would be shut out. This national mystique had for its chief 
exponent, Bernard O’Dowd.” This model of socialism was 
special to Australia. 
 
Indeed, Lloyd Ross, Curtin’s biographer wrote in his work 
on Curtin: “In many ways, Curtin thought as an 1890s 
Australian nationalist”. He also wrote: “Despite his 
abandonment of Catholicism, Curtin was not anti-Catholic 
nor was he a propagandist against established religion. He 
gained from his friends of many beliefs a deep toleration 
that remained always an important aspect of his personal 
and political life. In later years, there came into his 
conversation and speeches, a strain of mysticism, but it was 
never formulated into a philosophy of belief.” This 
mysticism often centred upon Australia’s identity and its 
possible role in a rebirth of European Civilisation. And 
Curtin was always a deep reader into its common literature. 
 
Curtin was throughout his life committed to Australia’s 
Immigration Restriction Act, known unofficially as the 
White Australia Policy. But he firmly believed in peaceful 
co-existence between the different races of the world and 
believed in international cooperation.  He regarded these 
two principles as fundamental to developing a peaceful 
world. He had learned that from the old socialism in his 
youth. Pride in a group, a tribe, a race, implied no imperial 
aim or oppressive instinct. In the right hands, he 
considered it a liberating ethos. 
 
John Curtin was a Visionary For The Nation. We might see 
him as somewhat a Vercingetorix the Gaul who led the 
Celts against the Romans for his People, Land and Culture. 
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He was a tribal leader of his people who knew us better 
than we did ourselves. 
 
This was certainly no politician of the type we are used to 
and he represents much more than even an articulator of 
the radical nationalist ideology to which we hold faith. 
Rather, he was a Leader, a Hero, the Father of the whole 
Nation. 
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1. British Identity Versus Australian Identity  
 

 
In this section, we record how Curtin differentiated 
Australia from Britain and the local (or ‘native’) culture 
from that of the British. Late in the Second World War, 
Curtin subtly sought to revive a particular link with Britain 
– to stave off the emergence of a new empire run from 
Washington / New York. But that is a very different story. 
Here, he stands for the specificity of Australianism. It 
should be noted that Curtin also spoke in London in 1944 
of Australia as “British”, a sure part of his strategy to 
obtain British support for his effort to balance Australia’s 
new independence against the rise of the new American 
empire. As ever, Australia inherits from Britain, but is 
hardly “British’. 
 
This selection of quotations allows us to show a spiritual 
dimension to his thinking. He was a teacher, a 
revolutionary, a guide, an activist and a statesman - all in 
one body. For Curtin saw ‘identity’ as involving more than 
either a genetic or inheritance by custom, or institutions set 
up in their defence. Rather, he saw a new co-operative 
Commonwealth as not only an expression of that, but the 
means to ensure its survival. 
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HERITAGE 
 
Lo! The elders hear the sweet 
Voice, and know the wondrous song: 
And their ancient pulses beat 
To a tune forgotten long: 
And they talk in whispers low. 
With a smile and with a sigh. 
And the valiant days gone by. 
 
-Victor Daley 
 
The labour movement in its world-wide sweep is the 
greatest reformative and progressive agency in history. It 
has broadened the constitutions, liberalised the laws, 
modified the power of oppressors, and ameliorated the 
conditions of life. Its influence has permeated all the 
institutions of our time. 
 
THE HERITAGE  
 
Thirty years ago, in this Commonwealth the workers’ lot 
was hard and cheerless. Sweating was then an evil which 
flourished in the land; wages were low; hours of labour 
were tedious; equality of social place and opportunity was 
an unrealised ideal.  
 
We were then reproducing in Australia a second Europe, 
with its poverty, its wretchedness, its long hours, its misery, 
and its industrial servitude.  
 
But for the work of the Labor Movement, the sacrifices of 
its founders, and the incessant and undefeatable struggles 
of its stalwarts, Australia would have continued a preserve 
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of privilege, and a land where would have been reproduced 
every sweating device and condition that has made the Old 
World the shame and despair of every lover of his kind. 
The truth of this assertion is evidenced by the history of 
our country.  
 
THE AGE OF MISERY  
 
In 1898 a Western Australian Labor Conference drew the 
attention of the Government of the day - the Premier was 
Sir John Forrest - to the unjust conditions of labour 
operating in the colony. In the timber industry and on the 
shearing sheds the vile truck system was in operation, and 
whole families were obliged to live year in and year out in 
the same place without ever emancipating themselves from 
their thraldom. 
 
At Karridale - at notorious sweat pens - after working 
continuously for months, workers found themselves 
actually in debt to their employers, who, by operating the 
store account, kept their employees in bondage: wages were 
not paid either weekly, or monthly, and sometimes never 
the helot of a worker being accounted, on finally leaving 
the job, as owing his master for bread and boots. 
 
On the mining fields the conditions of employment were 
shocking. Unionism was weak and the great gold 
discoveries, which meant fortunes to a few, did not benefit 
the many.  
 
The Conference had asked John Forrest that legislation 
providing for Compulsory Arbitration be passed. He 
replied ‘that his Government did not intend to pass any 
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Socialistic legislation of that nature.’ This answer was 
typical of that of the Governments of all the States.  
 
A leading newspaper, commenting on the disclosure, said 
that ‘outside of a few Trades Hall agitators there would be 
no endorsement for the regulating of wages by law.’ Years 
passed before Parliament was moved to even consider the 
passage of industrial reform legislation. It was not until 
Labor had become a force in the land that the old order of 
‘freedom of contract’ was modified and the social 
conditions influenced for the better by the process of law. 
 
 Down to the year 1900 in every State the Parliaments took 
little or no cognisance of the struggles of the poor. The 
Governments, for the most part, were composed of men 
hostile to every form of working-class combination, to 
every extension of political liberty, and to any and every 
form of social amelioration. The truck system, industrial 
victimisation, sweating of the most grievous character, and 
the power of exploitation had been sustained for over a 
generation by capitalist Governments, supported and 
upheld by the whole press of Australia.  
 
WHEN UNIONS WERE WEAK. 
 
In those days of the not-so-long-since the workers were 
mostly unorganised. Those in the bush had no 
combination, unity among the miners was little more than a 
name, while in the cities and towns shop assistants and 
factory operatives were not only without unions of any sort 
or kind, but were worked from early morn till late at night. 
And the half-holiday was a rarity. 
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In 1902 a witness swore before a Justice of the Supreme 
Court in Perth that while continuously employed by a 
timber company in the previous year his wages for ten 
months were £98/10/- while his store account (which did 
not include drapery, doctor or medicine, newspapers, milk, 
or rent) was £82/10/-. At the end of the year he was as 
poor as at the beginning and had worked the whole period 
for a bare existence. There was no 8-hour day, no workers' 
compensation act, no inspection of machinery, and no 
regulation of apprenticeship. The employers fixed the 
terms of employment, and those workers who would not 
conform to the masters' terms had to ‘tramp.’  
 
FEAR’S PALSY 
 
Mr. J. M. Lapsley, ex-Superintendent of the Metropolitan 
Fire Brigade, tells the story of how on his arrival in Perth 
he commenced work as a plumber. The other trades-men 
were working nine hours per day they asked for eight, but 
the employer was not willing to grant the alteration. A 
meeting was called by the workmen to consider the 
position, but only five of those concerned put in an 
appearance. Mr. Lapsley had been made secretary and 
called a further meeting, but so great was the fear of the 
men at the consequences of taking part in the proceedings 
that he was the only person who turned up.  
 
William Smith, now living at Albany, arrived there over 30 
years ago to work on a coal hulk for McIlwraith 
McEacharn’s. The conditions were intolerable; hours were 
long and wages low. He asked a fellow workman if he 
could be told where the local secretary of the Carpenters’ 
Union was to be found. The answer was: ‘If you are a 
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unionist you had better keep it to yourself, as the employers 
do not give jobs to men belonging to unions.’  
 
SWEATING WAS UNIVERSAL  
 
In the secondary industries generally, the unions consisted 
of merely a small minority of those actually employed. 
Boycotts and black lists were exercised by the employing 
class as deterrents to solidarity, and through-out the 
continent the mass of workers and their families were the 
helpless victims of predatory interests.  
 
Butchers’ assistants in the Midland-Fremantle area 
commenced work at daylight and did not finish until 8 
o’clock at night. Married men were paid 7/- per day and 
the week’s hours aggregated 60. Female shop assistants in 
the city worked from half past 8 until half past 6, and on 
the late night until 10 o’clock, for a week. Young girls, 
styled either as ‘improvers’ or given no designation, were 
paid anything from 5/- to 10/- a week. Their hours were 
long, and the conditions, uninfluenced by any 
Governmental regulation, very bad.  
 
One shirt manufacturer told a Board of Inquiry that 5/- or 
6/- per week was ‘good wages for a shirt finisher.’ Another 
admitted that he paid 2/7 for making a sac suit 1/3 for 
coats, 8d. for trousers, 8d. for vests. Shirt makers working 
in their own homes ‘were paid 2/10 per dozen and had to 
provide their own machines and cotton.’ 
 
The Board reported that the working men and women in 
the tailoring industries ‘had either to accept the starvation 
wages or appeal to charity.’  
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In Victoria about this time the Trades Hall Council 
launched an Anti-Sweating League. The League’s 
investigations disclosed that in all the States there was 
similar social degradation. similar industrial terrorism, and 
similar methods of utilising governments to plunder the 
people in the interests of ‘big business.’  
 
NOW AND THEN  
 
The contrast between those days and now is extraordinary. 
The young man and woman of Today cannot realise its 
extent. In the nineties, factories worked 54 hours, and in 
cases 60 hours a week; only in certain trades was there a 
half-holiday, and this often commenced at 1.30 or 2 in the 
afternoon; late shopping nights were universal; there was 
no payment for time off due to sickness or other causes; no 
annual holiday; and no compensation for accident or 
industrial disease.  
 
These ameliorative changes are the work of the Labor 
Movement. Not one aspect of the existing fabric of 
industrial legislation was initiated by the employers. Then, 
as now, they stood for the maintenance of the existing 
practice.  
 
It is a fact of our history that of their own volition the 
employers have never applied humane and progressive 
ideas in industry. 
 
Only the power of Unionism and the compulsion of the 
law forced the improvements which Today assure a 
reasonable standard of decency for those who work.  
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In the nineties, factories existed in which the sanitation 
provisions were abominable. Privacy was not ensured, and 
it was not until the regulation of factories by properly 
appointed and independent inspectors was provided for in 
the law that the existing services in this respect were 
instituted.  
 
THE CRY OF RUIN  
 
Always the employers declared reforms would be too great 
a strain on industry; increased wages and reduced hours, 
safe-working devices, proper lighting, adequate and 
separate sanitary conveniences for the sexes all this, it was 
urged, would cost money, penalise production, and prove 
ruinous to Australia. These arguments are the invariable 
resource of the capitalists when faced with requests for 
improvements.  
 
New South Wales believed in free trade, and free sweating. 
Inspector Burkett reported that as soon as a girl asked for 
wages, she was dismissed. Two hundred and fifty boxes, 
for packing sweets, had to be made for one penny.  
 
Girls under 18 were wheeling barrows in potteries for 
wages running from 8/6 to 12/6 per week. All over the 
Commonwealth it was the practice that employees should 
live in the houses and buy in the stores owned by the 
employers, and in many industries a system of practical 
peonage prevailed.  
 
In the unorganised areas of the pastoral industry the 
squatters paid only for ‘sheep shorn to MY satisfaction’ 
They charged as much as 3/- for a bar of soap, and by the 
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double process of sheep ‘raddling’ and extortion secured 
shorn sheep at slave rates. 
 
THE DAWN OF THE NEW ERA  
 
After nearly twenty-five years of agitation the unions 
commenced nominating direct representatives to 
Parliament. Then, and not until then, one or other of the 
old parties gave, as the price of Labor support, that which 
they had never conceded to the demands of justice and 
humanity. With the advent of Labor in politics the era of 
reform by Parliamentary enactment commenced. The men 
who had denounced regulation of wages and conditions by 
law commenced to vote for it, not because they liked it, but 
be-cause the people had been stirred by Labor to insist 
upon reform.  
 
Their insincerity reflected itself in a thousand pitfalls 
wherein unions and workers, believing the law gave them 
protection, found that all too often it was but a snare and a 
delusion.  
 
The case of the Perth shop assistants is cited as typical of 
countless others. Although the Arbitration Act was passed 
in 1902 it was not until 1914 that the Union was able to 
secure an award from the Courts. And even this only 
became possible because in 1912 a Labor Government 
amended the Act so that the evasive objections of the 
employers could no longer avail.  
 
From 1900 onwards many attempts were made to establish 
a union amongst the Perth shop assistants. Effort after 
effort failed because of the hostility of the great employers 
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and the fear of victimisation which prevailed among the 
workers.  
 
Finally, in 1912, a union having been formed despite strong 
opposition, its agent appeared in May before Mr. Justice 
Rooth for an award. The employers were represented by 
Messrs. Jas. Gardiner and S. J. McGibbon. The latter 
gentleman offered technical objections to the case being 
heard, and on his motion the application was dismissed on 
the ground that the Act had not been complied with.  
 
Steps having been taken to correct this disability a second 
case was heard by Mr. Justice Burnside in August. Once 
again, the employers, who feared the disclosures of 
sweating which would be adduced, opposed the case being 
heard; their agent (Mr. S. J. McGibbon) said that 
shopkeeping was not an industry within the meaning of the 
Act, and that the registration of the Union was illegal. The 
Court upheld the employers' objection and once again shop 
assistants were denied the protection of the law, denied an 
inquiry into the unjust conditions of their work, and denied 
legal redress for their grievances. 
 
The men who thus withheld the benefits of arbitration 
from their workers were then, as they are now, the chief 
political protagonists of the party of anti-Labor. 
  
LABOR, THE LAW MAKER  
 
The deficiencies in the law had stood un-corrected for a 
decade, and it was not until a Labor Government altered 
the statute that the shop assistants were given legal access 
to the wage tribunal. But their difficulties were not over. In 
1913, even under the new law, the Union had to defend its 
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registration which the employers opposed. Next year (1914) 
Mr. Justice Burnside, in April, commenced to hear the 
claims of the Union. It asked for a 48-hour week and a 
minimum rate of pay. The employers stood for a variety of 
technical objections, and even applied to the Supreme 
Court for an injunction prohibiting the Arbitration Court 
from issuing an award. The injunction was granted, 
although the hearing proceeded, but it was finally refused 
on appeal to the Full Court. and the award was issued.  
 
The minimum rate for a male with five years' experience or 
who was of the age of 23 years or upwards was fixed at 
£2/15/- per week; for a female of 21 years it was £1/14/6.  
 
These rates are now considered absurd. but it was to resist 
a minimum of this amount that the employers exhausted 
every legal subtlety, and indeed for years succeeded in 
frustrating the demands of reform until a workers' 
Government altered the law and terminated the immunity 
from regulation which the wealthy emporiums of Perth had 
enjoyed under a succession of anti-Labor Governments. 
 
It is well for the present generation to remember that in no 
State was anything done to alleviate the deplorable 
conditions of the working class until the Labor Party 
became an effective third party, holding the "balance of 
power" in Parliament.  
 
EVEN TO OUR OWN TIME  
 
The Tasmanian Royal Commission Report, furnished as 
recently as 1907, demonstrates that the sweating system, 
abolished in States where Labor had become a power, was 
still in full blast in that State, and so remained until, in 
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1909, there was elected a Labor Party, comprising more 
than one-third of the Tasmanian Parliament.  
 
Only last December the Tasmanian Upper House threw 
out a Workers' Compensation Amendment Bill, and even 
to this day in Western Australia the mutilating hand of the 
Legislative Council is ever-present.  
 
The reason Why the Legislative Council Conservatives are 
more audacious in resisting industrial reform proposals 
than their own political colleagues in the Legislative 
Assembly is because the latter have to go before all the 
people for judgment, while the Council is elected on a 
property franchise. 
 
The Upper Houses Today repeat the history of anti-Labor. 
They reflect its soul. If Labor was weak the Assembly 
would be even as the Councils. It is only the power and 
vigilance of Labor that has made Australia the democratic 
and well-conditioned country which the present generation 
of youth finds so glorious a heritage.  
 
THE IRON HEEL  
 
The pioneers of these reforms, the men who pushed the 
work of unionism in the nineties, were the victims of 
boycott and the black list. The press denounced them as 
‘asses, anarchists, and parasites.’ The then governments of 
the colonies used every coercive act to repress progress and 
were the vile instruments of capitalistic energy.  
 
One Chief Justice denounced the members of trade unions 
as a ‘closely knit band of criminals.’ Another judge, 
summing up against some unionist workmen, told them 
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that they were misled ‘by unscrupulous leaders, who by 
pretending sympathy with the poor and suffering, fanned 
the flames of discontent.’ He then sent the ‘misled’ men to 
gaol for seven years.  
 
Judge Windeyer told a jury that under the law ‘a union 
camp was an unlawful assembly,’ and if the accused was in 
the camp for 10min he was guilty. In the instructions 
disclosed by the discovery of the Ranking-Morris 
correspondence, the administrators of the law were told to 
‘exercise vigour even if it caused blood-shed.’  
 
PROSECUTION AND PERSECUTION  
 
When the Shearers’ Union (it is now the great A.W.U.) was 
formed in 1886, the Government prosecuted two of its 
champions —Waters and McCormick—under an obsolete 
English Act for ‘conspiring to raise wages,’ and secured 
their imprisonment for 12 months.  
 
Between 1886 and 1896 hundreds of Australian trade 
unionists were sent to gaol for terms ranging from a few 
months to fifteen years, under obsolete Acts, or specially 
devised coercive and restrictive administration, brutally 
carried out.  
 
Sentences passed upon trade unionist work-men in the 
various colonies they are now the States of the Federation 
at this period totalled, in the aggregate, hundreds of years. 
In all States men were tried and sentenced, not for offences 
against the ordinary Criminal Code, but for alleged offences 
under ancient Acts of Parliament, long repealed in England, 
but resurrected by the reactionary powers of Australia, and 
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so applied as to make every action and utterance of a 
workman a punishable offence.  
 
By the year 1890 the Australian industrial organisations 
were badly smashed. Many unions existed in name only, 
wages which were already low were further reduced, 
sweating was intensified, unemployment and destitution 
accentuated. But the workers, defeated on the industrial 
field, had carried the fight into politics. A number of 
Laborites were returned to the Parliaments. Labor had 
become a Third Party, holding the balance of power 
between the old political factions. Governments, in order 
to exist, began to bid for its support.  
 
The effect of Labor’s entry into the Parliaments has been 
the most important fact in the political history of Australia. 
It commenced a new orientation in Australian public life, 
and marked definitely the determination of the democracy 
to use legality as an instrument of reform and social 
betterment.  
 
From then onward men who, to quote the words of Sir 
John Forrest, ‘did not intend to pass any Socialistic 
legislation’ (meaning thereby industrial reform laws), as the 
price of their political existence and under the moral duress 
of Labor’s growing influence in the Parliaments and the 
constituencies, wrote into the laws the statutory beginnings 
of the new order.  
 
The point to remember, however, is that it was not until 
the workers sent direct representatives to the State and 
Federal Parliaments during the early years of the present 
century, that legislation was introduced establishing 
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anything in the form of a minimum wage, and which put 
the worker on a legal footing. 
 
THE PRE-LABOR EPOCH  
 
In all the States the history of the 20 years prior to the rise 
of the Labor Party is the history of land scandals, financial 
swindles, capitalistic profiteering, public robbery, low 
wages, and wholesale unemployment; sweaters, squatters, 
financiers, and their political agents controlled the 
governments.  
 
Financial institutions held vast areas of Crown land and 
profiteered by the sub-letting of the national property. 
favoured individuals did likewise, and grew rich from the 
sub-letting of the auriferous and pastoral and forest areas 
of the Crown.  
 
The Land Acts facilitated every kind of ‘dummying,’ and 
titles were secured to vast tracts of country by all manner 
of improper practices. The financial institutions used the 
governments as instruments to strengthen their speculative 
powers.  
 
In 1890 the ‘British Investor’s Review’ issued a warning to 
the public of Great Britain that the then Governments of 
the colonies ‘permitted swindles to go unpunished.’ 
Financiers controlling the banks closed the doors, wiped 
off their personal liabilities by compositions of a farthing in 
the pound. Parliament was the instrument of these 
boomsters and busters, who, by fraud, brought Australia to 
the verge of ruin.  
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As an example of how these men operated. the case of Jas. 
McIlwraith (the founder of McIlwraith McEacharn & Co., 
pillars of the present Australian shipping combine) is cited. 
McIlwraith was a Queensland politician and banker. His 
Government borrowed English money and left it in the 
Queensland National Bank without interest. At the same 
time the Government borrowed from the Bank, did not 
use it, but paid interest for the undrawn money. Although 
the Bank was insolvent it paid over £1,000,000 in dividends 
to its shareholders out of public funds entrusted to its care. 
McIlwraith then borrowed from the bank without security, 
and cleared out of the country.  
 
Even to this day the great financial institutions entrench 
themselves in our Parliaments. In the Legislative Councils 
their directors and representatives exert a malign influence 
on the public policy.  
 
In the national arena the hamstringing of the 
Commonwealth Bank is a recent proof of the grip they 
hold over anti-Labor administration.  
 
THE CONCEPTION OF A WHITE AUSTRALIA  
 
Profound as has been the ameliorating hand of Unionism 
on the conditions of industry generally, it is in respect to 
the establishment of the White Australia principle that the 
men and women of the present day owe an unpayable debt 
to the pioneers of the Labor Movement. All through the 
years of the infancy of the workers' party the forces of 
Capitalism were militant and all-powerful. Their policy was 
naked and undisguised. The White Sweaters and the Black 
Slave-trappers were twins, working in unison; in mutual 
control of Australian Governments. The black traffic was 
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mainly in the North. Its financial heart-strings were in the 
cities of Sydney and of Melbourne - the seats of Australian 
Money-Power even in the present time.  
 
Then, as now, the economic authority of the nation was 
centred in a comparatively few people. These were split 
into groups, and, on occasions, their interests diverged, the 
result being that the democratic impulse of the nation ever 
breathed the freer when they disagreed.  
 
The originator of the Australian slave trade was Robert 
Towns of Sydney, owner of ships, wharves, stores, and 
territories, Director of the Bank of New South Wales, 
member of the Legislative Council of New South Wales, 
and business associate of many of the founders of the 
greatest commercial houses of today.  
 
The story deserves a book to itself, and cannot be fully told 
here. During the seventies a petition was sent to the British 
Government, declaring that: ‘Murder, piracy, kidnapping, 
and other acts of barbarity characterised the traffic.’ . . . 
‘Kanakas on the stations are terrorised with the stockwhip.’ 
… ‘They die from poor feeding, had water, insanitary 
houses, and over-work.’ . . . ‘They work 12 to 14 hours per 
day.’ ... ‘Australian aborigines are treated similarly.’ There 
was not one daily newspaper in Australia that stood for a 
White Policy. The daily newspapers of Australia unitedly 
opposed the White Australia idea, and denounced its 
advocates as fools and fanatics mouthing the ‘unworkable 
and impossible.’  
 
They unanimously supported the policy of coloured labour, 
and the most radical paper of the day, the Melbourne ‘Age,’ 
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on July 16. 1883, advocated the importation of Indian 
coolie labour.  
 
REPEATING AMERICA  
 
In a debate in the House of Commons it was said that part 
of Australia ‘had become a second South Carolina. The rule 
is that of an oligarchy, with all the vices of a slave-holding 
Government.’ 
 
So grievous were the disclosures that the British 
Government appointed a Commission to investigate. As 
usual, the years passed, but in 1883 (October) the 
Commission presented its first report to the Imperial 
Government. It said: - ‘The Kanaka traffic is one long 
record of deceit, cruel treachery, kid-napping and cold-
blooded murders. ‘ 
 
Lord Derby (June 8, 1884), described ‘the operations of the 
Australian Courts as shameful miscarriages of justice.’ He 
also said, ‘There is undoubted proof of kidnapping, 
murder, rapine, and piracy.’ But the then Government - a 
Government of squatters and their business confreres - 
refused to prosecute.  
 
The terrible reality of the slave labour trade in Australia in 
those years is attested by the exposure of McMurdo, the 
blackbirder. He kept a diary, from which the following is 
extracted: -  
 
‘I have a new, cat. It is a beauty. It has five tails done up 
hard with strips of lead in the strands. The old one is worn 
out. It had no bite. This will make them hop. The wretches 
I flogged are all dying. . .. Seven of them are dead. £325 
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worth of good meat gone. Hard luck, but they would not 
work, they would not eat, they wanted to die.’ 
 
BLACK POLITICS  
 
Because no redress could be had from Australian Money-
Power Governments, recourse was again made to the 
British authorities. But London was far away. In 1888 
McIlwraith, the capitalist politician already referred to, ran 
an election on the cry of ‘Cut the Painter,’ in violent protest 
against the interference of the British Government in the 
rights of Queensland on the black slave question.  
 
He was supported by the Money-Power of the continent, 
by the united Tory Press of Queensland, and by the 
majority of the capitalist newspapers of the other States. By 
assiduous propaganda, he persuaded the people that a 
White Queensland meant collapse of property values, ruin 
of industry, and universal unemployment.  
 
Under this alarmist spell he swept the country, the British 
Government retired from Interference, and the Black 
Labour gang held supreme control, having in the country 
no voices to contend with except those of unionists, and 
no opposition in the Parliament until the rise of the Labor 
Party.  
 
LABOR’S GROWING INFLUENCE  
 
In 1893 the Queensland Labor Party had sixteen members; 
in 1896, twenty; in 1899, twenty-three. But the members 
were always in the minority and could do no more than 
give persistent publicity to the conduct of the black traffic 
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on plantations and ships; their increasing strength, 
however, reflected the growth of White Australian opinion.  
 
All through the nineties Labor in all the States made the 
gospel of a White Australia resound throughout the land. 
In Queensland, in particular, it fought a terrific struggle. 
The squatter kings, the sugar planters, and the great 
bankers, assisted by the press, persistently inveighed against 
the stalwarts of reform.  
 
In every great forward movement, it is always the faithful 
few, the ‘agitators,’ the ‘extremists,’ the men and woman 
who are described as ‘idealists’ and ‘unpractical theorists,’ 
who blaze the track. This is as true in our own day as in the 
times that have passed.  
 
It was not until the Laborites of Queensland could be given 
the actual legislative and political backing of the Laborites 
of the rest of the Commonwealth that the black stain was 
removed from Australia's escutcheon. 
 
ERASING THE BLACK STAIN  
 
In the first Federal Parliament Labor held the balance of 
power, and, for Labor support, the Barton Government, 
amongst other reforms, agreed to ‘The White Australia 
Policy.’ On the 17th December, 1901, it was decreed that 
‘No Pacific Islander shall enter Australia on or after 31st 
day of March, 1904,’ and on 10.-.11 March, 1904, the 
Clansman carried into Queensland the last batch of 
Kanakas. The black-trappers carried on their evil trade to 
within twelve days of the end of more than two years 
notice of its prohibition.  
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There was by that time 30,000 Kanakas in Queensland, and 
their transportation back to their island homes was the 
work of years, and enormous expense.  
 
LABOR, THE REFORMER  
 
The first fact to be remembered in respect to the White 
Australia is that for forty years (on the evidence of Royal 
Commissions and declarations of British Ministers of the 
Crown), black labour, accompanied by ‘kidnapping, rape, 
rapine, piracy, and cold-blooded murders,’ went on in 
Australia under anti-Labor Governments, without 
prohibition or punishment.  
 
The second fact to remember is that the Black Slave traffic 
in Australia only came to an end when the Labour 
Movement had become a power in the land.  
 
In respect to the great body of industrial law whereby the 
power of the sweater has been restricted, reasonable 
conditions ensured in factories and workshops, minimum 
wages prescribed, hours fixed, apprenticeship regulated, 
holiday pay provided, and compensation for injuries 
assured, our history suggests two things:  
 
(1) That when Labor was weak and without representation 
in the Parliaments none of these things were written in the 
laws;  
 
(2) That it was not until Labor became a virile political 
force in the Parliaments of the country that Governments 
yielded to the dictates of political expediency that which for 
40 years they had refused to concede to the voice of 
humanity. 
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LET YOUTH PONDER.  
 
Young men and women of Today, entering into factories 
and workshops for a livelihood, and knowing not the story 
of the struggle whereby Labor has transformed the 
conditions of a nation, may ask themselves what has Labor 
done. It is a pertinent query, and Labor’s answer is to point 
to the history of our country.  
 
This continent has been called the land of ‘social 
experiment.’ Commentators have compared our 
adventurous political initiative to that of a pulsing giant 
whose sobriety of thought is allied with a matchless 
courage in action. Rut there is even more in it than that. 
 
Australia differs from Europe Today solely because here 
the power of Government has been made responsive to a 
public conscience, that has heard, and been guided by the 
voice of Labor on important national and social problems.  
 
THE SOUL OF A NATION  
 
Our great national traditions were born in the aspirations 
of men and women, who having left the Old World were 
determined that here in the new one there would be a 
different outlook than the circumscribed life they had 
hitherto known. Chartists from England, Crofters from 
Scotland, Fenians from Ireland, Socialists and Democrats 
from the purlieus of the despotically dominated cities of 
Europe, came to this country to escape the thraldom of 
privilege and the palsy of centuries of custom.  
 
Here they dreamed of a nation where all men would have 
an equal opportunity; where hereditary lordship over the 
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soil would be unknown and where by social action 
stimulated by democratic political institutions the miseries 
of the old world could be averted in the building of a new 
civilisation.  
 
Their beliefs and their struggles for justice gave us the first 
unions, the use of the ballot, and manhood suffrage as 
distinct from a property franchise; they gave us government 
of the people, by the people, and for the people, as against 
dominion over the mass by a privileged few. 
 
And on this foundation Labor has built its edifice of 
political democracy and industrial and social reformation.  
 
THE ROLE OF CAPITALISM  
 
It is attested in our history that the press of capitalism, and 
the Liberal and Tory wings of the anti-Labor political 
parties opposed necessary and progressive laws until 
opposition had become futile.  
 
All the great principles of Australian democracy - the right 
of equal voting, the supersession of political privilege, the 
abrogation of the rule of property - to the extent that they 
exist are the fruit of Labor’s achievement. Where these 
principles are denied— as in the municipalities, the Upper 
Houses, and the restrictive laws connected therewith - they 
are denied because remnants of the old power of the 
reactionaries still survive.  
 
The great captains of industry and finance are more class-
conscious than the workers. Their power is never destroyed 
by internal racial or religious discords. They do not 
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dissipate their solidarity on false issues, nor are they 
stampeded by bogus cries or mere platitudes.  
 
They invest in politics as a business in order to secure the 
class domination of wealth, extended privileges and 
enlarged immunities for capitalism, and cheaper human 
material for the profitable production of wealth. As a result 
of the tremendous publicity forces, they control they are 
enabled to retain a sufficient hold on the mentality of the 
people to now and again absolutely submerge the voice of 
progress, while at all times they are able to weaken its 
natural strength.  
 
A contrast between Labor and Anti-Labor is not afforded 
by a mere comparison between the immediate 
administration of a Collier or a Mitchell, but by the 
conditions of Australia as they were under the unchecked 
authority of those who ruled before there was a Labor 
Party, and the conditions as they now exist.  
 
This test will prove to the student the value of the services 
rendered to Australia by the men and women of Labor 
who, having glimpsed ‘the vision splendid’ of a national 
heritage based on justice, equality, and liberty, toiled and 
are toiling, for its realisation.  
 
TO SERVE THE FUTURE.  
 
This pamphlet closes with an appeal to the young. It is 
they, the heirs of the progress that has been made, who 
must carry on the work of the future. Only in the 
Movement of Labor can they find an effective outlet for 
their energy, a stimulus for their ambition, and a ready-
made organism whereby the power of collective action may 
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be harnessed to the individuality of their striving. Labor 
invites the youth of Western Australia to share in the 
service of the future; it reminds them of the debt they owe 
to those who in the past worked for these better days, and 
asks that this obligation be requited by an equal readiness 
on their part, by continuing the great democratic tradition, 
to serve their country, its needs, and its highest aspirations.  
 
Labor opposes nothing except that which is evil; it 
supports all that is good and up-right, and which 
contributes to the well-being of the people, and of those 
who are to live here after we have passed on.  
 
Young men! Young women! You are the sons and 
daughters of our loins; it is upon your efforts that the 
destinies of the next generation - your own children - will 
in large measure depend. Problems, perchance not quite so 
perplexing as in other lands, face you. How shall you meet 
them?  
 
Not by standing in the shadow of rich men, serving as 
public proxies for their narrow projects. Not that way.  
 
But by striving for the mass; by upholding the rights of the 
people; by being unafraid of social experiment; and by 
being ever true to the enthusiasms and the sacrificial 
qualities which are the divine gifts of youth.  
 
It is only in this way that you can do your part in your age 
and generation to combat iniquity, to serve justice, and thus 
maintain those ideals which the work of the Labor 
Movement has grafted into the soul of the Australian 
nation. Mr. Collier’s Appeal to the Readers of this Booklet  
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Dear Friends. The Labor Movement is essentially a 
movement of brotherhood. It was born in the manger of 
humanity’s need; the inns of selfishness and greed had no 
room for the ransoming Cause. It had to attack the age-old 
entrenchments of wealth, power, privilege and vested 
interests. It has fought to relieve men and women and little 
children from the thraldom of influences and practices that 
crush the soul, warp the mind, and despoil the body, and to 
substitute a spirit of brother-hood and independence, 
uniting men in great regenerative movement.  
 
Part of the history of this struggle is epitomised in this 
pamphlet. Having read it you cannot but he inspired to play 
your part in your day and generation.  
 
We are the inheritors of what has been accomplished by 
noble men and women who pioneered the movement and 
carried its banner through the years of greatest trial. 
Though often misunderstood, often maligned, and often 
persecuted, they strove unceasingly to improve the 
conditions under which the working classes lived and 
worked. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



40 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. The Imperial Conference And The White 
Policy 

 
Despite the dissension in the Nationalist camp and the 
demand by certain politicians that a meeting of the Federal 
parliamentary party - not the Parliament- shall be held prior 
to the departure of the delegation to the Imperial 
Conference, it seems abundantly clear that no opportunity 
is to be given the Australian Legislature to instruct the 
delegates as to the attitude they shall adopt towards 
conference discussions. Up to date no intimation has been 
given respecting the business to be considered. In this 
connexion the conference will not differ from any of its 
predecessors. The gathering held last year - and which 
Hughes was to attend but could not, owing to the Ready-
Earle affair - was not preceded by any Dominion 
consideration of the agenda paper. 
 
When reports reached the Commonwealth as to the 
decisions of the 1917 Conference it was at once apparent 
that an attempt had been made to entrench on essentially 
autonomous powers secured to the Dominions in their 
written Constitutions. For example, the conference 
resolved that ‘future admissions of Indians for labour or 
settlement should, if possible, be regulated on lines similar 
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to and not less favourable than those governing any other 
Asiatic race.’ In addition, the various Dominion 
Governments were recommended to favourably consider 
proposals in respect to emigration from India. It was 
declared that admitted Indians should be allowed to bring 
in their wives and minor children. 
 
These amazing interferences with the domestic affairs of 
Australia for Australia is the only country involved in the 
proposed changes in immigration laws - were resolved on 
at an Imperial Conference allegedly convened to consider 
problems connected with the war. Everywhere the public 
was told the organisation of resources for the purpose of 
strengthening the offensive against the Central Powers, was 
what the conference had to deal with.  No man in this 
country for a moment believed that far-reaching 
abrogations were to be suggested in the established laws of 
the Commonwealth. The revelations made subsequent to 
the conference may well warrant close attention being 
bestowed on the approaching gathering at which it is 
understood Mr Hughes and Joseph Cook are to be present 
as representing Australia. 
 
Neither of these men are imbued with the spirit of 
Australian nationality. Both have fought for a war policy 
which has on two occasions been decisively rejected by the 
citizenship under circumstances of tremendous disability. 
They are at present definitely associated in politics with 
interests that have sucked the people bloodless - the phrase 
is Mr Hughes’s - and are waging relentless war on the 
structure and institutions of Labor and Trades Union 
Organisation. And neither have been selected by the 
Parliament of the country for the position they have 
allotted to themselves. On the contrary these two men are 
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the principals in a Government that has reduced the 
deliberative status of the Federal Legislature to a farce. In 
twenty-four months out of thirty-one it has under their 
auspices been in recess. Such observances as have been cast 
upon the community have been imposed not by statute but 
by bureaucratic regulation. 
 
Under such circumstances these two delegates to the 
conference can no more interpret the soul and purpose of 
the people for whom they will profess to speak than can 
the ‘Sunday Times’ speak for the teeming multitudes of 
Russia. Hughes and Cook are alien to the heart of Australia. 
They construe the voluntary readiness to assist Belgium 
and France drive back an invader, as willingness to 
establish in the Commonwealth the speed-up hells of 
Chicago and the indentured labour conditions of Fiji and 
Papua. As a fact, so satisfied are they that such is the war-
policy of the Commonwealth that they have organised 
card-systems and union-smashing bureaux to facilitate the 
transition from the standards of social decency fixed by 
white men for white men to the level they consider good 
enough for Maltese and the gentlemen the Bishop of 
Bunbury proposes introducing in thousands. 
 
But the truth is very much the other way. Despite the 
declaration of Lloyd-George that it has already been 
decided to make important changes in regard to the 
Imperial regulation of the various Dominions constituting 
the Empire, Australia will not readily surrender the 
exclusive authority she now exercises over life and labour 
within the Commonwealth. No Imperial Conference 
howsoever constituted has any title to encroach howsoever 
slightly on the complete local autonomy of any of the seven 
Legislatures governing the country. It is true that certain 
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well organised groups of profiteers would welcome 
Imperial ordinances dealing with labour in Australia and 
the surrounding islands. Already vampire corporations such 
as the Colonial Sugar Refining Company have trafficked 
infamously in indentured Indian labour in the Pacific 
Islands.  It is certain that what it has done there, it -to say 
nothing of others - is very willing to be allowed do in the 
tropical areas of the Commonwealth itself. To what extent 
the Bishop of Bunbury is an ignorant meddler or an 
inspired advocate is at present difficult to determine. All 
that is clear is that his recent speech elicited the high 
approbation of the ‘Pastoralists Review’ and other 
newspaper organs favourable to the overthrow of the 
extant racial policy. 
 
How far the forthcoming conference will review or extend 
the recommendations of that of 1917 is at present a matter 
for speculation. That it will seek in some way to elaborate 
the original proposals may be accepted as certain. The very 
essence of any scheme of Imperial Federation postulates 
interference of some kind in the domestic affairs of the 
constituent dominions. It is in the fact of Australia’s 
delegation being present, and in all probability tacitly 
acquiescent in the ultimate programme of the conference, 
which calls at once for a definite demand that the 
Parliament and not merely the Nationalist caucus, shall be 
consulted before the delegation departs. It is not enough 
that Hughes and Cook shall receive the instructions of Sir 
William Irvine and Mr Edmund Jowett, the Cattle King. 
We can fully understand the kind of Australian sentiment 
such a meeting would stand for. It will be the sentiment 
which has inspired the Hughes Government since the day 
Hughes finally abandoned the party with which all his 
useful work has been associated. There will be vast 
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consideration given projects of wealth appropriation and 
cuttings-in for Big Business and very little, if any, concern 
manifested for the thousands who toil and moil that the 
nation might live. 
 
The war has brought vast gains to the pirates of Capitalism. 
They are now planning at a multiplicity of conferences 
further coups at Labor’s expense in the years ahead. In 
every country they find in the Governments of nations 
pliant tools for the accomplishment of their predatory 
purposes. It is our task to see to it they do not forge new 
and additional means of impoverishing the many and 
enriching the few. That is why the voice of Australia must 
not be stilled when Imperial plots are in train. 
Westralian Worker, 
March 8 1918 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

. 
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3. Fantastic And False Impressions Of 
Australia 

 
‘The world’s whites number only one to three blacks and 
thus we must anticipate the certainty that Europe seriously 
reduced in whites will be compelled to lay down world 
leadership.’ –  
Sir Chiozza Money, on the fall of the European birth-rate 

 
‘Statistics issued this morning state that the population of 
the world has increased by 100,000,000 in the last 15 years. 
It is prophesied that the human race will die of starvation 
in the near future as the number of people is increasing 
faster than the food supply.’ –  
Cable 

 
‘At a pinch mankind would purify the tropics of fevers, 
clear the jungles and forests and irrigate the whole 
continent of Australia before sitting down to starve.’ – 
Sir Henry Frew, ex-Government Statist (Britain). 
 
‘High Commissioner Ryrie presided at a meeting at 
Australia House to consider misleading references to 
Australia in the London County Council’s school 
geopraphies ... one of which declared that “one-third of 
Australia is hopeless”.’ –  
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Cable 
 
Presumably Sir Chiozza Money means coloured people 
when he says ‘blacks,’ for the true black population of the 
world is not large compared with the others. Anyhow a 
reduction in the birth-rate has long been recognised as a 
usual accompaniment of civilisation. And all things 
considered it is not necessarily going to do any harm. It 
seems somewhat anomalous when we remember that on 
the one hand, we are told that the old world, and Britain in 
particular, is over-populated, and that the only salvation lies 
in getting rid of her ‘surplus’ people by wholesale 
emigration, and on the other, the fuss that is made over a 
fall in the birth-rate. 
 
As for the alarm about the more numerous coloured races - 
until they are at least the equals of the whites in civilisation 
they will not have the strength to supplant them. Besides 
there is no unity among the coloured races anyhow. If and 
when they do rival the whites in civilisation, they will 
themselves presumably come under the law of a decreasing 
birth-rate. So much for one scare. 
 
The next is that, far from suffering from a decreasing birth-
rate the world is heading for starvation from over-
population. No details are given, but it is quite certain that 
the coloured populations have not provided all this 
increase. During the war, among some of the few who were 
able to take a more philosophical and detached view of its 
causation, the idea was current that it was a sort of 
“cosmic” phenomenon that there were ‘too many men in 
the world,’ and that it was a working out of the Darwinian 
struggle for existence - and therefore inevitable. 
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In a way there was a good deal to be said for the view, but 
only because of the inefficient and wasteful methods of 
production and distribution even in the best of 
circumstances under the present economic regime. But for 
these things, the world even with the existing advancement 
of scientific knowledge, could easily support more than its 
present population. The prophecy of starvation is as old as 
Malthus, it has been repeated at intervals ever since, but it 
looks no closer than ever it did. 
 
The resources of science are by no means exhausted. In a 
general way this is confirmed by the quotation from Sir 
Henry Frew. To clear the jungles and the fevers from 
regions like Central Africa and Brazil, however difficult to 
perform, would be effective, for there is plenty of water 
there and cultivation would be possible. But to talk of 
‘irrigating the whole continent of Australia’ is fantastic.  It 
is an illustration of the fact that even an ex-Statist may 
begin to believe the absurd ‘migration’ propaganda if it is 
repeated often enough, and if a High Commissioner gives it 
his assent. 
 
Of course, ‘one-third of Australia’ is not ‘hopeless,’ sheep, 
at least in moderation, will grow there, but much more than 
one-third of it has a rainfall of from about nothing up to 10 
inches per annum, and it contains no real rivers or anything 
else to irrigate with. The trouble is that misleading 
statements about the ‘boundless resources’ of this country, 
made with the intention of attracting ‘migrants’ has created 
a false impression abroad that is something of a danger to 
us and to our White Australia ideals. This false impression 
is that there is here a criminally neglected paradise, whereas 
the truth is that if the untutored ‘migrant’ was suddenly 
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dumped there, and left to his own resources, the first thing 
he would do would be to die of thirst. 
Westralian Worker, 
January 31 1919 
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4. The Irish Nationalists And Progress 
 

In 1910 the Irish Nationalists’ Party held pride of place 
with the Irish people, and the Irish men and women looked 
with the eyes of faith to the day when the same party would 
constitute the first Irish Parliament consequent upon the 
granting of Home Rule; but the hope so often deferred 
made the heart sick and the patriots and rebels, the 
passionate enthusiasts who grow in all romantic countries - 
and Ireland seems to have more than her share of them - 
commenced to chafe under the apparently interminable 
years of disappointments and inability of the Irish 
Nationalists to accomplish anything tangible for the Irish 
people. 
 
The Sinn Fein organisations began their educative work in 
earnest. Hitherto their influence had been of a negligible 
character; but now they began a militant advocacy of their 
ideals, and during the years that followed they established 
many big newspapers in Dublin; they inaugurated a 
campaign of an educative character by embracing every 
means to the accomplishment of their object; they held 
public meetings, issued leaflets and books and so insistent 
were their demands that Mr. Redmond became afraid of 
their power and asked for representation upon their 
council, which they, not without some objection, gave. But 
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even though the Sinn Feiners grew in numbers and 
enthusiasm and manifested a distinctly hostile attitude 
towards the spiritless Irish Nationalists, by no stretch of 
imagination could the Sinn Fein organisation be classed as 
a distinct revolutionary movement. 
 
They were not a secret society, except in as far as they 
deemed it essential to keep certain knowledge from their 
enemies; and there is nothing in their constitution or 
programme to warrant the measure the British 
Government took to harass and suppress their movement 
and activities in every shape and form. 
 
But the intolerant and stupid conservatism of the average 
British legislator, the unbridled avariciousness of the British 
commercial class was just as manifest in its hostility to the 
just claims of the Irish people as it is in their dull and 
brutally stupid opposition to adult franchise for the men 
and women of their own country. 
 
But the Sinn Feiners had no delusions as to the intentions 
of the British Government. Whatever support they gave to 
the Irish Nationalists was given not to support the 
Redmonites, but to strengthen themselves. Their 
programme was clear and defined, framed to help their 
country and designed to develop and build up a great Irish 
Nationhood.  
From D. P. Russell’s Sinn Fein And The Irish Rebellion 
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5. The Story And The Tragedy Of Australia 
 

Australia practically started some seventy years ago. Her 
immigrants were of a stamp, generally speaking, that were 
adapted to the pioneering work of a new country. It was 
not long before the sound of the pick and the ring of the 
axe woke the slumbering echoes of a virgin land. The 
goldfields hummed with the music of industry; the bush fell 
back before the encroachments of the sturdy agriculturists; 
the seed was sown; the yellow wheat was harvested, the 
wide plains were dotted with sheep; the bullock wagon 
began to give place to the horse and dray; the coaches 
dashed from city to inland goldfields and settlements, 
carrying the news and linking up the growing society. By 
and bye, the railway penetrated the interior; it became easier 
to transport passengers and goods; trade and commerce 
grew; factories, one by one, were established; banks 
appeared as necessities of trading; the sea route became a 
highway of commerce; men were busy at the wharves 
handling merchandise. The wool clip grew in vastness; 
Australia began to be spoken of as a great sheep country. 
Huge harvests of wheat necessitated mills, and these were 
established, and the surplus grain was sent overseas. Up in 
Queensland cattle were bred on vast areas of land, and 
meat was plentiful. The whole seaboard from Cape York to 
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Adelaide was moving and alive. Westralia sprang to new life 
with the discovery of gold at Coolgardie and other centres. 
Everywhere there was industry; everywhere wealth was 
being wrung from the soil - gold, wool, wheat, cattle, hides, 
meat - a multitude of forms of real wealth. Homesteads had 
sprung up; the cities grew; more of the graces and 
refinements of life came into use. The working class by its 
unions improved its condition, not without great struggle 
and sacrifices. Not content with the production of raw 
materials in abundance, Australia commenced the 
manufacture of various things. With all this, political life 
with its problems developed. The country began to have 
aspirations of nationhood, of national freedom. The 
Australian took kindly to politics and the working class was 
sufficiently independent to ultimately stand on its own feet 
as a separate party. Seventy years of intelligent and 
strenuous toil!  We have won from the soil by our industry 
hundreds of millions of pounds sterling worth of gold; 
millions of pounds worth of other metals; millions worth 
of coal; millions worth of wheat and fruit; millions of 
pounds' worth of cattle and meat; hundreds of millions of 
pounds sterling worth of wool. All along the vast seaboard 
of this fair land and a considerable distance into the 
interior, industry has established itself and every day real 
wealth from the soil is earned in wool, wheat, fruit, metals, 
and minerals, cattle, sheep, horses, pigs, timber. The 
machinery of a thousand factories are busy whirring wheels 
and thrusting pistons and gliding belts turning raw products 
into useful forms of wealth adapted to the wants of the 
people. 
 
We should be a happy and prosperous people While not 
being ‘as rich as misers in their dreams,’ yet there should be 
such an abundance as would prove sufficient for all. The 
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country has, largely, been cleared and made easier of 
cultivation; we now have machinery to assist in the many 
industrial operations we undertake, both in regard to the 
production of raw materials from the soil and 
manufactured articles in the factories. We have, as it were, 
beaten down the primitive crudeness of nature and access 
to it is easier and our industry become more efficient. 
 
Yet Australia, following mechanically and blindly the 
economic customs and practices of older countries, finds 
itself in a parlous condition. The public debt of this country 
is in the neighbourhood of 800 million pounds. The private 
debts due through mortgages, etc, must also be an 
enormous sum. Debt is the main characteristic of this 
country. Shylock has his grip on each State and on the 
Commonwealth as a whole. The financier has his grip on 
thousands of Australian citizens. Most Australians live in 
houses by tolerance of those who own their homes and to 
whom they pay the tribute of rent. Many of the farms are 
mortgaged to moneylenders. A large proportion of people 
are in debt to their grocers or butchers or bakers. Australia 
is a modern Sisyphus, for ever rolling the stone of industrial 
success up the hill and finding it ever rolling back and 
impossible to reach the top. 
 
And all this after seventy years of achievement of various 
kinds. And, when examined, the achievement has been 
mainly a valiant getting into debt. The achievements in 
industry have been splendid, and have been a quite natural 
result of an industrious people; but the remarkable 
achievement of creating a frightful millstone around our 
necks is an abnormal thing, looked at rightly, and one that 
should cause us to halt a while and attempt to discover the 
cause of this thing which has befallen us. 
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Wherever vast industry appears, there also appears a class 
whose function it is to secure to themselves the result of 
the industry of others. And they manage this by the quite 
legal methods of imposing rent, interest, and profits on 
those who labour for the use of land and capital. The 
operations of this class are thus parasitical; they live on the 
industry of others. They first secure that which industry 
must have to operate on: the land and the tools. And they 
control the currency. By an intricate juggling with money 
and the exacting of tribute from industry for the use of 
land while enriching itself. They control the banks and the 
financial institutions. Their tentacles, like the octopus, 
reach out on all sides. They choke industry; they 
impoverish the worker; they impose mortgages; they 
foreclose on properties; they distrain for rent; they cannot 
make any useful article, but they fix the price of 
commodities. They sit in palatial buildings, often, where, in 
subserviency, white-faced scribblers at desks record these 
financial transactions which are really nothing else but 
chains around the bodies and souls of men. They and their 
hangers-on are a race apart from honest industry, the 
industry that opened up Australia; that felled the trees and 
dug the mines and reared the buildings, erected the 
factories and worked in them. These financiers, landlords, 
etc, are a race apart from the men who grow the wheat and 
shear the sheep and load the ships. These financiers, these 
keen-eyed, strong-hearted money-spinners, who toil not 
nor spin, are the product of our immoral economic system 
and, while that system lasts, Australia will be bound to the 
wheel of debt perpetually revolving in fruitless endeavour. 
 
The tragedy of it all! Wasted efforts; a pursuit of a well-o’-
the-wisp; poverty instead of affluence - these be your 
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portion, O Australia! while rent, interest and profits in their 
various guises are allowed to rob industry of its reward. 
Westralian Worker, 
September 2, 1920 
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6. An LSD Dependency Of London 
 

Australia isn’t Australia anymore since the war. It is merely 
is a pup of Great Britain. Once we had dreams of a 
nationality of our own, of developing our customs and 
institutions, of individualising ourselves with harmony with 
true ideas of progress, of battling our own way onward and 
discovering what destiny had in store for us. Our artists, 
literati and public men were beginning to be comparable 
with all that the older civilisations could boast of, not, we 
admit, in he finished product, but in what was what was 
being shadowed forth, in the promise of the future if not in 
the present. We were developing a patriotism of a natural 
and rational kind. We loved Australia for many reasons. It 
was our homeland. To the true Australian, there was ever – 
and still is – the glamour of mystery and attraction covering 
our great plains, our hills and our gullies cloved with the 
noble eucalyptus, our wide stretched deserts’ barren 
vegetation, but often rich in useful minerals, and the long 
wash of the Australian seas – these all woke echoes of an 
affection which is the genesis of true patriotism. 
 
To these people, everything British must take precedence 
of everything Australian. To them Australia is still ‘a 
colony’ and Australians ‘colonials’. Every suggestion of 
radical advance made by the true Australian savours of 
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rebellion and disloyalty. These are the people who promote 
organisations that foster sectarianism, trusts and syndicates 
that monopolize the resources of this country. They are 
those who are foremost in promoting ‘closer relations with 
the Mother country’ which, when interpreted, either 
disclose schemes for their own self-aggrandizement or else 
are such as to gratify their jingoistic instincts. These people 
prefer English ale or foreign wines to the local brand, 
imported governors or clerics to the home product, refer to 
British politicians as the standard in statesmanship. When 
they take a holiday, it means to them six months from 
Australia, not a holiday in the Australian Alps, or tours over 
our beautiful ranges or through sassafras gullies, not at all. 
Australia is good enough to make money in, otherwise it is 
a country to despise, both it and its really patriotic people. 
If they had their way, they would like to make Australia a 
second-hand copy of England. 
 
To whom does this Empire we hear so much about 
belong? Certainly, it does not belong to Australia. The 
simple fact is that we ourselves are a debtor nation. A payer 
not a receiver of tribute. It can hardly be said even to 
belong to the inhabitants of retain itself, for almost all of 
them have no larger share in the Empire than had the 
Romans of the time of Tiberius Gracchus, who were called 
‘masters of the world’ while they had not a foot of ground 
in their possession. 
 
‘Australians’ he said desire, ‘not only to be one people, but 
that we shall be kindred from a common stock, that we 
shall, in fact, be a white people predominantly of British 
origin.’ 
Westralian Worker, 
May 6 1921 
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On the well-being and security of the peoples of Europe 
depends very largely the maintenance of our own 
standards; we cannot detach ourselves from the major 
problems of humanity to which we belong. If Europe goes 
down, we, too, will sink deeply. 
Westralian Worker, 
November 2 1923 
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7. Railways Instead Of Battleships 
 

An American has approached the Australian Commissioner 
to the United States with a scheme for boosting the 
Northern Territory of Australia. It is a great pity that more 
interest cannot be aroused in this country in this vital 
problem - the settlement of that important outpost. 
 
At present the Northern Territory is our chief danger and 
reproach also. It is allowed to remain practically 
uninhabited and misgoverned. It is the stepping off place 
for Chinese and other Asiatics who are sneaking into the 
Commonwealth in defiance of the Immigration laws. The 
evil of this business is evidenced in the conditions which 
they are importing with them, and in the effect of their 
association with the aborigines in the locality. 
 
Australia owes it to herself to take steps to see that no 
menace to the safety of the White Australia Policy is 
permitted to creep in through the Territory. She owes it to 
her national self-respect that aborigines are not subjected to 
the evil of association with the scum of Asia, as it is 
asserted is the case now. The Commonwealth is bound by a 
solemn promise to South Australia to build a line from 
Adelaide to the territory. That line is the keynote of the 
situation. Until it is built the Territory will continue to be 
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isolated from the rest of the Commonwealth, and will be 
closer to Asia, with disastrous results to the inhabitants, 
morally and nationally. 
 
If a line is constructed from Port Darwin to Adelaide, 
settlement will gradually find its way north, quickly enough, 
for the opportunities that this wonderful land holds out to 
the industrious and venturesome are very great indeed.  But 
until it is built, the Territory must remain a terra incognito 
to Australians, and the most vulnerable point in our armour 
defence. It is a matter that concerns all Australians vitally, 
and it is to be hoped that the Federal Government will 
soon take some steps to deal with it properly. 
Westralian Worker, 
May 30 1924 

 
 
We have a party here which favours a more or less 
indiscriminate immigration, its ostensible reason being the 
necessity of filling up our ‘empty spaces’ to remove a 
temptation to the ‘teeming millions of Asia.’ And yet this 
same party is apparently using our warships to coerce the 
Chinese in their own land, in a quarrel with which we, as a 
nation, have nothing whatever to do. If we so desire, it will 
probably be quite possible for us to gain at least a certain 
respect on the part of the excluded peoples of our white 
policy, provided we are honest, fair and sympathetic in our 
dealings with them. But any divergence from such can only 
breed hatred and animosity, and will be a bad augury for 
the future of White Australia. 
Westralian Worker, 
June 26 1925 
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8. Population And The Means Of Existence 
 

‘Mr Bruce should be commended for the agreement made 
with the Imperial Government to lend the Commonwealth 
$32,000,000 for immigration purposes. Let them compare 
that with Mr Charlton’s policy, which was to find 
employment in the cities, already overcrowded, for men 
who desired to build up the secondary industries, in order 
to preserve Australia in the event of economic blockades or 
boycotts, wholly neglecting the industrial blockade now 
existing.’ –  
H Gregory, MHR 
 
There is some originality in the Tory mind after all, for this 
is something new in the way of indictments. Since when 
has it been a criminal proceeding to ‘find employment in 
the cities’ or anywhere else? Why should it be a sign of 
depravity to ‘build up secondary industries,’ even if the 
object of the miscreants responsible is to ‘preserve 
Australia in the event of economic blockades or boycotts?’ 
 
Why should it be preferable to borrow $32,000,000 to settle 
on the land people, many of whom could hardly tell a 
plough from a cream-separator? And what is wrong with a 
policy which aims, by the establishment of secondary 
industries at providing a profitable market close at hand for 
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the ‘primary’ person, instead of a precarious and expensive 
one half-way round the earth? And even so, it is a market 
peculiarly subject to the “industrial blockade” he deplores 
because of the greed, truculence and anti-patriotism of 
Gregory’s own friends of the Shipping Trust. 
 
The cities may be overcrowded; probably it would be much 
better if they were smaller and there were more of them. 
But Labor is not responsible for the concentration policy 
which has caused one city in each State to become 
overgrown. Neither are Millions Clubs and similar 
concerns, which encourage and rejoice at the congestion, 
appendages of the Labor Party. 
 
It would be difficult to imagine anyone being at the same 
time a Laborite and a Millions Clubber. And then there is 
another aspect of the question, that of Defence. Labor, we 
are told, has no Defence policy, but if the Gregorys had 
their way, and this country had to depend entirely on 
“primary” production it would be quite impossible to 
defend it. 
 
Its population would always remain sparse, and with the 
slightest interruption would be deprived of all the 
concomitants of civilisation. But the policy Gregory 
denounces would provide employment for the industrial 
worker, markets for the farmer, increase the numbers and 
prosperity of both, make the country more self-contained, 
and give it the only really practicable and effective defence.  
And that policy belongs to the Labor Party. 
J Curtin, Holman House, Perth. 
Westralian Worker, 
October 30 1925 
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9. Speech To The London City Corporation 
 

The references which the Lord Mayor has made to 
Australia as having done something in the defence of 
Britain and the British Empire are references which no 
doubt, he feels warranted in making. But we would indeed 
feel very negligent if there had not been on our part that 
readiness to act which has been referred to in such 
appreciative terms. You see, Australia is a British people. 
Australia is a British land, and the 7,000,000 Australians are 
7,000,000 Britishers. They are located in the Antipodes, but 
they are not a bit different from those who are located in 
any part of this country. They work, they live, they are 
industrious. There are times when the country is not 
generous and hard work has to make good Nature’s 
deficiency.  
 
There is no difference of opinion as to how our 
communities should be governed. They should be 
governed by the people themselves. That belief we have 
inherited from your own struggle. We have modelled our 
political system on the system which your forebears fought 
for and evolved, and now in the British Commonwealth we 
have a fraternization of equals. 
On 10th May, 1944, the Prime Minister (Mr. Curtin) addressed the 
Corporation of the City of London 
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PART TWO 

 
 
 
 
 

Australia And Its Culture 
 
 
 

ohn Curtin was a product of his time and nativism was 
one of the constituent elements of the Australian 
nationalist movement in culture. One aspect of that 

nativism was his commitment to the European basis of it, 
both biologically and cultural. In his broad brush-stroke, 
Curtin also connected Australian culture to the matter of 
civilisation itself and suggested his country may also 
pioneer something rather ‘new’. His goal then was to 
permit the native Australian culture to blossom. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

J 
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1. Freemantle News And Views 
 

Big meetings are the order of the day at the Fremantle 
Trades Hall. For the last three gatherings the large Hall has 
been required by the Study circle. This besides being a very 
healthy sign is keenly appreciated by the officials. Next 
Monday night Mr John Curtin will be the lecturer and his 
subject will be ‘The Origin of the White Australia Policy.’ 
The Timber Worker,  
September 14 1915 

 
 
OUR BOOKSHELF 
 
Flinders Petrie on Civilisation. 
An Intermittent Phenomenon. 
(By Vigilant.) 
 
Within the memory of not very ancient men living today, 
history - authentic history - began with Rome and Greece 
of, say the fourth or fifth century B.C. Vague rumour spoke 
of a Babylon, scriptural story told of an Egypt, but apart 
from very corrupt versions of the name of a few of their 
kings, little was known of them - so little in fact that the 
former had almost come to be regarded as a myth, like 
Troy. But today both Troy and Babylon are as well known 
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to the student of ancient history as Rome and Athens were 
a generation ago; and of the history of the more favoured 
days of Egypt we can sneak more surely than of that of 
pre-Norman England. 
 
This change has been wrought by an army of enthusiastic 
investigators who for a generation past have been 
rummaging through the dust heaps of Western Asia and 
the shore of the Mediterranean. Not one Troy, but seven 
piled one above the other; not only Babylon but a whole 
complex or rival empires; not only civilisations famed in 
legend, but others of which scarcely the market rumour 
whispers, have been unearthed by these untiring searchers. 
The legal code of Babylon, including its price-fixing edicts 
and arbitration court awards; the royal library of Nineve, 
which contained all the ‘wisdom of the Chaldees’: and a 
fashion plate from Knosos, in Crete, showing that the 
“tube skirt” was worn some thousands of years B.C. - these 
are some strange samples of the treasures raked from 
ancient ash-pits. 
 
Amongst these investigators Flinders Petrie holds an 
undoubtedly high place. Not only as an untiring searcher, 
but as a daringly original thinker, has he won a justly world-
wide fame. Amongst other matters, he has turned his 
attention to the ups and downs of civilisation - the Golden 
Ages and the Dark Ages - with the object of trying to cull 
from the facts of the past some hint concerning the future, 
for the guidance, or at worst, for the disillusionment of the 
present. To quote his own words, he has come to the 
conclusion that ‘civilisation is an intermittent 
phenomenon.’ In other words, like measles, or eruptions of 
Mount Vesuvius it happens now and again with big gaps in 
between. A few years ago, he points out, we knew but two 
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peaks, or fructifications, of civilisation - the classical period, 
namely, the great centuries of art and learning in ancient 
Rome and Greece, and the modern period, which 
commenced somewhat prior to the Renaissance - in the 
great time of architecture when the Guilds were at their 
height. Tracing the history of the modern period, he 
distinguishes several stages, during which different 
manifestations of culture predominated. Starting with 
sculpture and architecture, in the age of the Guilds, we run 
through painting, in the early Renaissance, literature, which 
reached a climax in 1600, music (about a century and a half 
later), mechanics (early 19th century), to Science and 
Wealth, which are at present in full bloom. The author then 
goes on to point out that exactly the same order marked 
the classical period - sculpture, painting, literature, 
mechanics, science, wealth - then Nemesis. 
 
Today, instead of merely two periods of civilisation, we can 
trace at least eight. The earlier six are confined to Egypt 
and Crete, where however, civilisation and decay were 
contemporaneous in both centres. Flinders Petrie examines 
them all in detail, and finds the same order throughout - 
the civilisation commences with sculpture and ends with 
wealth. Of course, as we go further back into the mists of 
the past, some of the stages drop out, but still, of those that 
remain, the order is unchanged. 
 
The next question is, what is the force that finally destroys 
a civilisation that has run its course? In every case it is an 
invasion by barbarians. But a curious fact is that invasion 
by barbarians before the civilisation has run its course does 
not cut it short. After an incredibly short spell it resumes its 
development at exactly the point at which the interruption 
occurred. For example, the tribes that finally overthrew the 
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classical civilisation had harried Europe for centuries, and 
had even sacked Rome, but the development continued 
almost without pause until the last fatal stage, Wealth, 
appeared. 
 
So far, we have only established a decidedly disquieting 
series of coincidences. Is there any explanation that will 
make of them something more than mere coincidence? 
Flinders Petrie declares that there is. In brief, his theory is 
this: every civilisation is the product of a new race, 
generated by the complete fusion of two ancient races. 
When this fusion has been completed, and not before, a 
racial atmosphere that permits of the development of 
culture arises. Its first expression, for some reason inherent 
in the make-up of the human species, is always sculpture, 
and for similar reasons, the other arts follow in turn. Upon  
the development of mechanics and science the 
accumulation of wealth naturally follows, but meantime 
sufficient time has elapsed to allow the Race to become 
inbred. Degeneration ensues, and finally the irruption of a 
barbarous invader supplies the new blood required to effect 
regeneration. Now, the time required to completely fuse 
two races, he calculates, by a rather elaborate process, to be 
about 1600 years. This period, remarkably enough, is the 
average internal between the end of one civilisation, and 
the first appearance of sculpture in its successor. 
 
The application to present day affairs is too obvious to 
require elaboration. Whether Flinders Petrie’s theories are 
sound or not, is, of course, another question. Incidentally, 
some of his own deductions from them are extremely 
uncomplimentary to Democracy, and consequently Labor 
has a definite interest in the discussion. One type of 
argument against Socialism is founded upon Darwin’s 
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exposition of natural selection and the survival of the fittest 
- upon a narrow and unintelligent interpretation of the 
facts, however, as Korpotkin has shown in his ‘Mutual 
Aid.’ But Kropotkins are rare, and one looks round with 
almost a feeling of despair for a working-class champion 
with the scientific knowledge and standing necessary to one 
who would challenge a savant of status of Flinders Petrie. 
Oh, for a Labor Research University! 
 
Flinders Petrie’s book ‘The Revolutions Of Civilisation,’ in 
which the above views are set forth, is available in Perth at 
2/6 nett. In addition to its vividness and simplicity of style, 
the work can also be recommended for its profuse 
illustrations, dealing mainly with sculptures, which furnish 
the reader with a gallery of ancient art of no mean order. 
 
Yes, indeed, the world needs a lot more efficiency - 
efficiency in distributing the product of labour. 
Westralian Worker, 
5 July 1918 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



72 

 
 



CURTIN’S CALL. THE HERITAGE BOOK 3    WHITE AUSTRALIA 

73 

 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Foreign-Born Laborites And Their Ideas 
 

The anti-Labor press is hard up for arguments when they 
lay so much stress on the fact that some of the militant 
Labor leaders in this country happen to be born outside of 
Australia. 
 
‘Foreign-born’ is the term used. Because these men do not 
happen to have first seen the light of day in this country 
they are denounced merely because of that fact. The Bulletin 
is a paper which harps persistently on that string, and it is 
time we took notice and show the foolishness of the 
argument - we presume it is intended as an argument - that 
would attempt to rule out of court those whose birthplace 
was outside of Australia. 
 
There is some sense in cultivating an Australian sentiment, 
in encouraging the growth of Australian industry, art, 
science, and literature. There is no sense in disparaging 
other art, science, etc, which does not happen to be 
Australian, which is, in fact, foreign.  Australia is still young, 
crude, undeveloped. She is an infant among the nations. It 
is not her fault. Other older countries once were in their 
childhood. They had to grow and develop in the arts and 
sciences. This required not hundreds, but sometimes 



74 

thousands of years. The arts and sciences, literature, etc, 
require time and a history of peoples behind them. There is 
no other foundation on which to build. 
 
Australia has not got the background, the foundations on 
which to build. We will have them some day. Meanwhile, 
we work and struggle, we begin to create, to develop, to 
progress. But it must be remembered that our background 
is the civilisation of Europe; from that we sprang. Cut that 
inheritance out, we hang, like Mahomet’s coffin, betwixt 
earth and sky. 
 
A little consideration will demonstrate this. If we repel 
foreign-born things, men and ideas, we lapse into the 
elementary groping of the savage, beginning our art with 
the daubing of ochre on the walls of caves, trying to satisfy 
our longing for harmony of sound by making and beating a 
Tom-Tom--indeed our philosophy, religion, science, 
literature would travel along the same old beaten tracks that 
mark the beginning of these things amongst all peoples. 
 
Civilisation is imitation with improvement. But if we have 
nothing big and splendid to imitate for a start, how shall 
improvement eventuate? And where are the big and 
splendid things indigenous to Australia for us to make 
improvement on? The fact is patent that civilisation 
advances in these days amongst the peoples who learn 
from every point of the compass. The isolated nation 
becomes bankrupt in ideas and progress. And the nation 
that accepts truth and ideas from ‘foreign born’ thinkers as 
well as from her own people, which welcomes the new and 
useful and splendid wheresoever it comes from, which 
gives the glad hand of friendship to the ‘foreigner’ if he 
adds something to the wealth of the nation or contributes 
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in any way to social progress - this nation, broadminded, 
and eclectic, is on the high road to an enduring civilisation. 
 
To the small-minded writers who would damn a Labor 
leader because he is ‘foreign born’, we beg to remind them 
that we profess a great regard for our religion which is a 
foreign-born religion with a foreign-born Christ. We 
chatter philosophy sometimes, but it is the philosophy of 
the foreign-born Spinoza, Kant, Hume, Berkeley and 
Spencer. We prate about music, but at the back of our 
minds are the shades of the great foreign-born masters, 
Beethoven, Mozart, Mendelssohn, and Wagner, most of 
them, by the way, Germans. Some of our Australian poets 
suggest streaks of genius, but their talent is judged by the 
foreign-born masters of poesy. Still do the foreign-born 
Shakespeare, Milton, Tennyson, and other sweet singers 
remain as our standard. 
 
We learn our science from the foreign-born Darwins, 
Huxleys, Wallaces and Lodges. To the thrones of the gods 
have we elevated the foreign-born Corregio, Rembrandt 
and Corot, alongside the foreign-born ‘dagoes’, Titian, 
Raphael, and Angelo. And the most rabid and narrow-
minded Australian must admit that we have not produced 
literature in the same class as the works of the foreign-born 
Hugo, Dumas, Anatole France, Maupassant, Goethe, and 
Dickens.  Stephenson and Arkwright were non-Australians; 
they were foreign born, and none the worse for that; we 
still recognise their labours as foundational. Today the 
foreign-born Edison and Marconi claim a close attention. 
 
Sundry Australian State Governments are at the present 
time waxing enthusiastic over the foreign-born immigrants 
who are to save this land from failure. There are also 
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sundry persons who are fanatic over a foreign-born flag 
and a foreign-born kind. 
 
It seems that it is not a crime, this fact of foreign birth and 
foreign origin of things, unless the foreign-born one 
happens to be a militant Labor leader. Strange, passing 
strange, isn't it, that foreign-born artists, musicians, 
politicians, judges, governors, wines, machines, furniture, 
pianos--all these people and things are not taboo, only the 
foreign-born Labor leader? Why is it so? The truth and the 
reason of it is not far to seek. It is because the militant 
leader of Labor is a menace to the greed and corruption of 
modern society; because he is the teacher and forerunner of 
the great army of the people who, rising in wrath, shall 
demand a centuries-delayed restitution. That is why. 
 
The nonsense of the ‘foreign born’ business. See Hughes, 
the foreign-born Prime Minister, denouncing Tom Walsh, 
the foreign-born agitator. We wonder are the gods 
astonished or merely tickled to death at the inconsistency? 
And when the clever, silly press writer has finished his 
tirade against the foreign-born agitator, with much self-
satisfaction he pockets his foreign-born fountain pen and 
sends his copy along to be set up on a foreign-born 
linotype machine, to be finally printed on foreign-born 
paper on a foreign-born printing machine. 
 
After which he goes to the theatre to listen, admire and 
enjoy the musical and histrionic art of foreign-born artists. 
‘Foreign born!’  If it is an evil in a Labor man it cannot be a 
virtue in a captain of industry!” 
Westralian Worker, 
July 21 1922 
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3. Soft Soap And The Voice Of Racial 
Disaster 

 
Viscount Leverhulme, a touch-and-go visitor to Australia, 
considers himself qualified to lecture us on the White 
Australia policy. Possibly his arguments are new - to him - 
and some of them sound almost new to us, simply because 
they are so old and obsolete that we haven’t heard them - 
except from casual blow-ins - for donkey’s years. 
 
The White policy, Leverhulme tells us, costs us $3,000,000 
a year on our sugar bill. This works out at ten shillings a 
head of our population, and it's worth it to keep rid of the 
problems and curses which mixture of race has brought to 
America - an example which the Leverhulme person 
injudiciously cites. 
 
To make slaves - or ‘indentured laborers’ - of black men is 
a bad enough blot on the conscience of any decent nation. 
But when we see, as in America, that the presence of the 
black man leads to a degradation of white men to a point at 
which they will indulge in the nameless atrocities practised 
by the Ku Klux Klan, it will take something more than 
Leverhulme soft-soap to alter Australia's traditional policy. 
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Did Leverhulme merely advocate the unrestricted 
importation and sale of cocaine, opium, and hashish into 
Australia, we might regard him with toleration; for we 
could be reasonably certain that these terrible drugs would 
claim as victims, at most, an insignificant minority of our 
population. Not so that more insidious and vastly more 
poisonous drug, racial hatred.   
 
Doubtless Australians are superior in every way, 
individually and socially, to other peoples, as everybody 
Australian will admit (just as every American will admit the 
same thing - about Americans); but are we, can we be sure 
enough of ourselves to say definitely we are so superior 
that the curse of Ku Klux Klan-ism could never make us its 
victims? Rather let us avoid the occasions of evil. 
 
All this we can say without any undue affectation of moral 
superiority over the black man. We believe we are morally 
superior; we believe we are more handsome in features; we 
believe our marital and family customs are greatly superior. 
Doubtless the black man has but slight sympathy with 
these views. He probably admires his facial beauty, and he 
usually respects his own marital laws - be they better or 
worse than ours - more strictly than, en masse, the white 
races respect theirs. But we don’t need to charge for our 
opinions of each other - they don’t help us. Concede, if you 
like, a perfect equality, it is still an equality of things 
different, just as the equality of man and woman. The fact 
of importance is not the equality or lack of equality, but the 
difference - and even more than the actual difference, the 
fact that white and black, in general, dislike each other on 
account of their differences. They don’t agree to differ. 
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No doubt some instances may be quoted to the contrary. 
India? The Indian, of course, is regarded by ethnologists as 
belonging to the white race. Many of his aristocrats are 
white in fact. Nevertheless, a chasm exists; physical type, 
religion, customs all distinguish him from the mixture of 
Celt, Goth and prehistoric tribes that we regard as our 
‘race.’ But the great difference is this: the white man treats 
the Indian aristocrat as an aristocrat; the Indian Rajah as a 
King; the Indian commercial prince as a commercial prince. 
And if he treats the Indian masses as slaves (more or less) 
that is neither more nor less than their fellow-countrymen, 
the Indian aristocrats, do. Added to that, it becomes every 
day clearer that the white man can remain in India just as 
long as he always claimed he would remain - until the 
Indians become ‘capable of self-government.’ Of course, 
the white man thought once that meant forever. He knows 
now that it means a very much shorter time. 
 
South Africa? The problem of South Africa concerns its 
own black man. Our blackfellow is, relatively, not a 
problem at all—he’s a moral responsibility, but not a 
menace. The South African black man seems to prefer to 
live in what remains to him of his own lands, rather than 
accept economic subjection to the white. Where this rule 
breaks down - on the Rand - he becomes a problem - a 
menace. 
 
We see more clearly. The economic subjection of one race, 
as such, to another is the crux of the racial problem. 
Economic subjection itself is a problem - the problem - 
and on this ground some will argue that the question of 
race is a side-issue. It is. The mill-race is a side-stream; yet 
the mill-race drives the mill, whereas the placid stream 
would barely turn the wheel. A race problem added to the 
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general problem of economic subjection would tend to 
divert the struggle from economic ground to racial ground; 
and nothing that has ever been done, or dreaded of, in the 
Class War (which Leverhulme and his like bitterly 
denounce), can compare with the horrors of the Ku Klux 
Klan. And in America the problem is exactly that which 
Viscount Leverhulme would create in Australia - that of an 
economically subject black race - a despised stranger within 
our gates. 
 
Finally, a word in reply to the taunt - which doubtless 
awaits utterance - that the Celts and Goths, of which we 
spoke with some vain pride as the makings of ‘our race,’ 
were themselves as barbarous as Kanakas when first they 
broke out of the silence of their forests into the light of 
history. True, too true. Did the roots of our race extend 
back through the whole fifteen thousand years of 
civilisation more or less vaguely known to us, then, 
perhaps, we might flatter ourselves that we were fit to 
harbor within our borders a subject and dependent race - to 
‘do the donkey work,’ as Leverhulme puts it. But would 
Leverhulme, as a human man, trust a donkey to the mercies 
of an escaped convict? Certainly not. That is why we 
should decline to trust a subject race to the mercies of a 
race escaped but a bare thousand or so of years from the 
nameless dungeon of barbarism. It would be bad for us; it 
would interfere with our education; it would earn us 
another term in the dungeon - as it has earned the 
misguided Americans who have created that instrument of 
Hell, the Ku Klux Klan. 
 
It is for the white man we have cause to fear, even more 
than for the black. The black has little to lose; the white, all. 
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What profit, though we gain the markets of the world, if we 
lose our white soul? 
Westralian Worker, 
January 18 1924 

 

 
Very soon now the various sheds and mills, etc. will also be 
sending in their resolutions for Convention, and it is 
encouraging to think that amongst them may be the 
initiation of something which may change the whole 
industrial and political outlook of this country. 
 
Who is there who could have visualised what would have 
been the consequences to Australia when the principle of 
White Australia was first discussed in the Western sheds 
and camps, or when the principle of arbitration was first 
proposed, or Federation, High Protection, the 
Commonwealth Bank or a dozen other matters now 
indissolubly associated with Australian national life? 
 
No wonder discerning writers on the other side of the 
world, considering the futility of Economic Disarmament, 
and other international Conferences, look towards the 
simple democratic and complete methods of the Labor 
movement to determine important and vital issues. The 
world has a lot to learn yet from the A.W.U., and 
incidentally so have some of its members, who sometimes 
forget. 
Westralian Worker,  
October 24 1924 
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4. Not An Occasion For International 
Complications 

 
Prime Minister Bruce has apparently broken out in a fresh 
place. Speaking at Drummoyne, NSW, he asserted that ‘the 
Labor Party had abandoned the White Australia policy... 
That was shown by the visit of an Australian trade union 
delegate to the Near East recently. Endeavours were even 
made to hold a conference in Sydney, to which delegates 
would be invited without regard to colour’. He could say 
frankly that he ‘was not going to allow that conference to 
be held in Sydney.’ 
 
No doubt the conference which all this fuss is about is the 
Pan-Pacific Labor Congress, which met at Shanghai 
recently. But in that case either Bruce or the ‘West’ is very 
much mixed in the geography of the affair. In Britain they 
call China, Japan and thereabouts the ‘Far East. 
 
We in this country might reasonably refer to it as ‘the 
North, but nowhere is it known as the ‘Near East.’ That 
designation is reserved for the Balkans and the Eastern end 
of the Mediterranean generally. But let it pass. 
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The meeting held at Shanghai has had a good deal of 
criticism aimed at it already because an Australian delegate 
sat in conference with Chinese, Japanese and Filipinos. The 
Australian was not the only white man present, and even if 
he had been, it is not easy to see what that has got to do 
with ‘throwing the White Australia policy into the 
wastepaper basket,’ as Bruce accused the Labor Party of 
doing in another part of his speech. 
 
These people and several more coloured, or partly 
coloured, nations live in the Pacific, or round its edges, and 
it is not clear why they should be excluded from a Pan-
Pacific Congress. If Bruce imagines that adherence to the 
White Australia ideal necessitates us being contemptuous 
of or at enmity with our coloured neighbours, then he is so 
much in the wrong as to constitute a national danger of the 
first magnitude. 
 
It cannot be too emphatically affirmed that this is not the 
way to maintain the white ideal, but that while we rigidly 
uphold our own right to decide who shall or shall not enter 
and settle in this country we also recognise the rights of the 
Asiatic nations in their own lands and wish to be friendly 
with them and are willing to meet and discuss with them 
questions of mutual interest. 
 
If we are honest and consistent in the matter there is no 
visible reason why we should not be able to carry out our 
policy in peace. If we are truculent, and follow the Brucian 
methods, then sooner or later we will strike trouble -and 
the numbers anyhow are badly against us. We do not 
exclude them because they are necessarily inferior, but 
merely because, owing to the unlikeness of the conditions 
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we and they have lived under for so many generations, they 
are different. 
 
It is true that the civilisation of Today, or at least the 
superstructure thereof is mainly European.   
 
But civilisation is an unstable and alternating phenomenon 
and there have been times when the Asiatic has been 
further advanced than his Western brother. In any case 
modern communications are so swift and so easy that we 
must cultivate international co-operation in every way we 
can or the increased contact will only lead to increased 
friction, with consequences disastrous to everybody 
concerned. 
Westralian Worker, 
June 22 1928 

 
 
Judging by a question in the Senate, asked by Senator 
Lynch in respect to the recent Pan-Pacific Conference at 
Shanghai, and its relationship to the White Australia policy, 
and the answer given thereto on behalf of the Government 
by Senator Pearce, it is pretty evident that one of the 
counts to be made against the Labor Party at the coming 
elections is the insane assertion that it is hostile to the 
policy of keeping this country white. 
 
This preposterous idea is based on the fact that an 
Australian Laborite met in conference at Shanghai Labor 
representatives of certain coloured peoples, such as the 
Chinese, Japanese and Filipinos, as well as those of two 
white nations, viz, Russia and the USA. When this is 
considered, it looks more than probable that the real cause 
of the objection on the part of the supporters of the Bruce-
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Page Government is not so much the meeting with the 
coloured representatives as with those of Russia. It is 
Moscow they are thinking of rather than Tokyo or 
Nanking. 
 
The long struggle which the Labor Party was compelled to 
wage against the indenturing of the Kanakas in 
Queensland, and to establish the White Australia principle, 
is not yet such ancient history, but what many men of but 
little past middle-age have still a very vivid recollection of 
it. And as the pseudo-supporters of White Australia who 
are at present impugning Labor’s bona-fides are politically 
speaking, the lineal descendants of those who so bitterly 
fought to paint the continent black, their present mud-
slinging activities are not likely to make much impression 
on those who so well remember the history of the White 
Australia idea. 
 
Unfortunately, there is, however, another danger. It yet 
happened sufficiently long ago for it to be impossible for 
any of the younger electors to have a personal recollection 
of it, and, therefore, it must be impressed on them with all 
seriousness that but for the Labor Party there would have 
been no White Australia at all. And this is no mere figure of 
speech, for even if we suppose for the sake of argument 
that its opponents had, as a result of experience, eventually 
changed their attitude, it would have been useless, for the 
damage would have been done, and it would have been too 
late to retrace our steps. We would by now have been in 
the same predicament as the United States. 
 
Therefore, not only did the Labor Party, at the cost of a 
great struggle, establish the White Policy, but if it had not 
done so at the time, it could never have been done at all. 
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Now, when the political descendants of the pre-Federation 
black labour advocates try to buttress a moribund Tory 
Ministry with absurd assertions about the Labor Party 
having deserted the White Australia policy, we must 
seriously warn the younger electors of the facts of the case. 
 
We should also warn them that no supporter of a White 
Australia who really understands the policy, regards it as 
hostile to coloured peoples. That way lies war and madness, 
and the eventual breakdown of the policy. We believe that 
the white and coloured races, for both biological and 
economic reasons, are better apart, each in its own country; 
but we also believe that any friendly intercourse for our 
mutual benefit should not be proscribed but on the 
contrary should be encouraged. Therefore, we are utterly 
opposed to the interference by white nations in the internal 
affairs of Asia just as we are opposed to coloured 
immigration to Australia. Do the Bruce-Pages stand for 
these twin principles? 
Westralian Worker, 
September 28 1928 
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5. To Go Ahead By Going Backwards 
 

Guild. He ‘urged the desirability of returning as far as 
possible to the ideal of Greek civilisation which set 
individual well-being above the mere material prosperity of 
the mass.’ 
 
Exactly what it means is not easy to say, for any ‘material 
prosperity of the mass would seem to involve ‘individual 
well-being,’ though possibly Mr North objects to the ‘mass’ 
getting any prosperity at all. In any case it is most 
emphatically inadvisable to return ‘as far as possible’ to 
Greek or any other civilisation of the past. Our own is far 
from perfect, but we look forward, not backward, and 
therein lies its main value. 
 
Greek civilisation was certainly a splendid phenomenon in 
its way.  It may be admitted that in some respects it has 
never been equalled since. But it had great and conspicuous 
defects. In the first place its highest fruition was almost 
entirely confined to Athens, a diminutive State with a total 
free population of only a few thousands. 
 
Secondly, it was built on a mass of slave labor; the slave 
population being many times that of the free. There was 
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not much ‘individual well-being’ or even much ‘prosperity 
of the mass’ about that.  Ancient slavery was by no means a 
pleasant institution, yet it supported the whole structure of 
the magnificent Athenian civilisation.  But for the leisure 
this created for the few, the wonderful galaxy of sculptors, 
painters, architects, philosophers, historians, poets, 
dramatists, generals and statesmen would never have been, 
and all the glorious names from Phidias to Pericles and 
from Thucyides to Plato, would not have emerged. 
 
Finally, it did not last. The fifth century BC saw the 
beginning, middle and end of nearly all that was good in it. 
Truly there were recrudescence later, as at Alexandria, and 
its effects percolate down through history to this day. But 
its actual living time was short - exceedingly short, and it 
was short mainly because its feet were of clay and it was 
standing too deeply in the mud of slavery. Mr North had 
better think again. 
Westralian Worker, 
March 2 1928 

 
 
(Editor’s note) In 1944, elements in the Zionist movement 
put out feelers to the Australian government regarding 
setting up a Jewish homeland in the Kimberley region. 
Curtin was very cautious when dealing with these people 
and rejected the proposal. Did Curtin suspect that the 
Zionists had an ulterior motive? Was there a Zionist plan 
to set up a second Israel in the Kimberleys as well as one in 
Palestine? The Kimberley region in Western Australia is 
rich in minerals such as iron ore and uranium, as well as 
gold and other metals. There were two further attempts by 
the Zionists to grab this region for themselves. One with 
the Chifley Labor government and the other with Menzies 
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Coalition government. To the credit of both Chifley and 
Menzies, this scheme was rejected. 
 
On 15 July 1944 the scheme was vetoed by the Australian 
government and Labor Prime Minister John Curtin (with 
bipartisan support[) informed Steinberg that the Australian 
government would not “depart from the long-established 
policy in regard to alien settlement in Australia” and could 
not entertain the proposal for a group settlement of the 
exclusive type contemplated by the Freeland League. 
 
Mr CRJ North, MLA, addressing the Perth Women’s Service 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Curtin
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PART THREE 

 
 
 
 
 

White Australia And War 
 
 
 

ohn Curtin had warned that if White Australia could 
only be defended by war then the cause may well be lost! 
It was a principle that required statecraft. Yet, war 

impacted upon every aspect of the policy. John Curtin’s 
fate lay with Australia as an Ideal and he understood that 
the threats of war would hone it to nation building. Curtin 
detected that there were already those placed within the 
capitalist ranks and their paid parties who conspired in 
every way against the policy. War is revolutionary and 
brings on change.  
 

 
 
 
 

J 
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1. Frightfulness! 
 

A correspondent sends us the following extract from a 
book ‘On Two Fronts,’ by Corder Catchpool, just 
published by Messrs. Headley Brothers. Referring to the 
French black troops. 
 
“The niggers are hopeless. Often, they try to cut the throats 
of the German wounded - occasionally they have been 
found with German heads in their haversacks! WAR.” 
Westralian Worker, 
February 17 1919 

 
Things of the spirit and grace, and courtesy, are not merely 
valuable traits of our character. They are the things that 
distinguish us from other races, and enrich our whole 
lives.” 
DDA, no. 8, 21 November 1941, p. 10 

 
The third thing which I would impress upon honourable 
members is that in more than 150 years no enemy has set 
foot in this country. In the months ahead that tradition will 
remain with us. Never shall an enemy set foot upon the soil 
of this country without having at once arrayed against it the 
whole of the manhood of this nation in such strength and 
quality as to show our determination that this country shall 
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remain for ever the home of the descendants of those 
people who came here in peace in order to establish in the 
South Seas an outpost of the British race. Our laws have 
proclaimed the principle of a White Australia. We did not 
intend that to be and it never was an affront to other races. 
It was devised for economic and humane reasons. It was 
not challenged for 40 years. We intend to maintain that 
principle, because we know it to be desirable”. 
Ibid., pp. 1073-1074 
 
 
TRANSCRIPT OF JOHN CURTIN’S SPEECH 
 
Centenary of City of Sydney 20th July 1942 
 
My Lord Mayor, Your Excellency, Mr Acting Premier, your 
Graces, Chief Justice and gentlemen. It’s a very great 
pleasure as well as a great privilege for the Prime Minister 
of Australia to share the 100th Anniversary of the 
incorporation of any capital city within the 
Commonwealth. But that pleasure, and I am quite sure that 
privilege, is enhanced when the celebration is of the 100th 
Anniversary of the capital city which is in its very history 
the first foothold that the men and women of our race 
established in the continent that we now occupy, and which 
we are determined to hold against any assault. Sydney is not 
only the largest city in Australia, as well as being the first 
incorporated city, and - as you have said Sir - the place 
where the first representative election took place, but it is 
also, notwithstanding whatever scenic disadvantages it may 
have, the important commercial and economic place which 
associates this Commonwealth with the life of the world at 
large. This is no mean city. This is the focal point of what 
we can describe as the concentrated mind of Australia. It's 
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quite true sir that that focal mind has many tributaries some 
of them no doubt in any assessment major in their 
contribution. But here from time to time gathers the 
representative life and thought and action of Australia, 
commercially, economically and politically. It gathers here 
because here is the largest concentration of men and 
women who are alike unto those who occupy Australia as a 
whole. The Commonwealth capital is 200 miles away. 
Other capitals of this Commonwealth are at various 
distances stretching up to more than 2000 miles away. This 
is the heart of a great continent - old geologically, but yet 
young as measured by the ages of the great cities of the 
world. I am in no boasting mood, God forgive me if ever I 
should feel tempted to that, but I doubt if any country in 
the first century of its existence or any capital city in the 
first 100th year, first 100 years of its incorporation, can 
show the extraordinary development which marks Australia 
and marks this capital city.   
 
The first 100 years of existence of most of the countries of 
the world took, of course, time which was a time vastly 
different in the inheritance of the race to that which has 
marked their own position. But it was very humble 
beginnings that marked the commencement of the annals 
of our own country. And it is true Sir what you have said, 
that traditionally we haven't got much to build upon except 
in so far as that tradition is linked with the lives of all our 
forebears whatever they may have been. From Captain 
Cook and Mathew Flinders and Arthur Phillip and Sir 
George Gibbs and Oxley and Hume, from names such as 
these and those who were associated with them thousands 
of other names have come to identify the people who laid 
the foundations of this great country.  
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Today the people of Sydney can properly feel a rich 
sentiment of pride in what they have. But I put it to you - if 
it were possible - which generation is entitled to the larger 
prize? Those who started it or those who were here to 
consummate and enjoy it. The founders of this nation, 
whatever there may be in the minds of critics, had in them 
the imagination of a glorious vision. And, that vision must 
have been a vision intimately related to making better the 
national life that they themselves had inherited. And their 
explorations and their discoveries and their settlement in 
those new places was entirely for the purpose of 
transplanting the race they belonged to, the culture they 
had inherited, the vision of the future that they entertained, 
to a land where it would have greater scope and freedom to 
unfold and to mature. They were not separatists; they were 
largely expansionists. Thus here, in this tremendously large 
place, as we measure the territory occupied by the men and 
women of our own race in their own home land, we seek 
not the divorcement but an enlargement of all of Great 
Britain, Ireland have not only had, but have come to be, in 
the life of the great world of mankind.  
 
And, these are the things, my Lord Mayor, which are the 
intangible elements in all that we today seek to defend, to 
maintain and to perpetuate. This war is an irreconcilable 
conflict between opposing philosophies. It may have its 
material applications that I dare, but basically, the men who 
went to vote to decide who should administer the affairs of 
their town 100 years ago, went to perform an act of 
associated citizenship which everything that this nation 
today is fighting for is derived from. The inherent right of a 
man to be himself and to associate with his fellows freely 
and in dignity and in order so that law and not mere 
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violence shall be the measure of one man's relationship to 
another.  
 
This 100 year - years that have passed - it admits of deep 
meditation and probably long statement. But I sum it up Sir 
to say that here the city meets to manage the city. 
Somewhere in this city the representatives of the State meet 
to manage the State. Somewhere in this country the 
representatives of the whole country meet to administer the 
Commonwealth. Wider than that, various other places, the 
representatives of our country from day to day carry on 
their diplomatic relationship with other countries. And 
every now and again, there is a formal convening of what 
amounts to an Imperial Council upon which this country 
with the other dominions of the British Commonwealth 
and Great Britain herself sit down at a table no larger than 
that which stands in front of me, around which the 
representatives of the wards of the city council today sit. 
That imperial table, in the wide circumference of imperial 
responsibility, has its roots centred in the soil of freedom 
and its authority no less implicit in the people than is the 
case that those gentlemen who today sit round the table of 
this council to decide where the markets shall be and what 
the fee shall be for the right to trade in it. 
 
The war, ladies and gentlemen, brings to us the great issue 
to preserve the priceless inheritance of freedom which 
British men and British women through the ages have 
sought to make a reality, the landmarks of whose 
achievements, now and again, we have the achievement to 
commemorate. Here, 100 years ago, evolving all that had 
gone before, they formally incorporated a city. Today Sir 
you celebrate that fact. I put it to you that the formalism is 
but incidental and the manifestation to it deep abiding 



98 

sentiment which this race holds as precious and which we 
shall stand upon so that it shall never perish from our 
country.” 
 

Prime Minister’s Broadcast 
 

On 26th January, 1942, Mr. Curtin made a national broadcast 

 
Men and women of Australia, 
 
Today is the anniversary day of the foundation of this 
nation. For more than a century and a half now, our 
forebears and ourselves have occupied this continent. They 
and we have advanced Australia. Our country is now the 
place of a great people; nurtured in liberty; proud of self-
government; resolute and capable in the arts and in 
industry. Our history is our title to self-respect, to self-
confidence. That history is glorified by high physical 
courage and infinite moral fortitude. It is graced by faith in 
ourselves and in our work. We, who live here now, owe 
vastly to those who have gone before. They built the 
structure of a united nation. A nation for a continent and a 
continent for a nation! It was, as they visioned, to be a free 
nation; it was to be a white nation. 
 
Today, we Australians are faced with a war for survival. 
The enemy thunders at our very gates. We are now inside 
the fighting lines. Hitherto, our men have fought in distant 
theatres. On sea and land and in the air our forces have 
engaged the enemy in Africa, in Greece, in Syria, in Malaya. 
Our sailors and airmen have shared in the Battles of the 
Atlantic and in the Battle for Britain. Now war’s red course 
obliges us to fight not only on the battle zones of the total 
war and at the outer defences of the Commonwealth, but 
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in defence of our own soil and in defence of our women 
and children living in what hitherto was the peaceful 
security of their own homes. 
 
The war has come to Australia. It is the enemy that has 
done this. Powerful, ruthless, well-prepared as the result of 
years of planning, he now sends his legions to our 
doorstep. We, who consistently sprang to assist others in 
resisting wanton aggression, are now called upon to resist it 
ourselves. This gauntlet we accept. All we have, all that we 
are, all we ever hope to be, is being mobilized in total 
organization to meet war with war, and, by our strength 
and quality in war, ensure the integrity of our country and 
the survival of Australian authority in Australia for 
Australians. 
 
That means that all of us are now inhabitants of a war 
station. The old ways of peace are gone. No longer is our 
way of life attuned to the pursuits of individuals, the 
practices of business, the getting of a livelihood for one’s 
self. That era has passed. We are now a nation compelled 
by fate to organize every resource we have as an 
indispensable contribution to the total war effort of a 
united people. Inconveniences and dislocations are 
inevitable. They are less irksome than the enemy's bombing 
planes or his marauding troops. The choice for all of us is 
to make some sacrifice for Australia or become a complete 
sacrifice to the enemy. 
 
Today our forces are at their battle stations. The fighting 
men of Australia are at their posts. Every other Australian 
has a task to do and the cold fact is that that task simply 
must be done. Let me state the matter as clearly as I can. 
Employers' representatives walking out of a conference are 
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in the same category as workmen walking off a job. Of 
what avail for gallant men to fight if they cannot have all 
the equipment Australia is capable of giving to them? I said 
‘all the equipment’, not that part of it which is produced 
under conditions certain employers like or certain workers 
may like. What we have done and are doing is not as good 
as what we can do, should do and must do. Our war 
potential is vastly greater than our achievement.  
 
Therefore, I say to you to-night, that an end has come to 
the era when any sectional interest in this nation may any 
longer prejudice the country’s capacity to produce the 
requirements of war. Disputation must give way to 
decision. It is therefore proper that the Government has 
formulated the machinery for the control of man-power. 
Mobility on the home front is just as vital as mobility in the 
battle lines. We must not only throw all our resources into 
the battle of production, but we must so direct their use 
that efficiency, speed and maximum results are assured. I 
cannot emphasize too strongly the importance the 
Government attaches to its man-power decisions. They are 
vital to our very lives. In four tragic words the epitaph is 
written of most of the peaceful and freedom-loving 
countries of Europe. Because there was `too little too late', 
there is neither peace nor freedom in Belgium, in Holland, 
in Greece, in Norway Today. Because of ‘too little too late’, 
the French have neither liberty nor equality; the Serbs are 
hunted in their own mountains; the Poles, Czechs and 
Slovenes now know that the only alternatives when 
freedom is lost is slavery. 
 
From such bitter lessons the remaining democracies have 
learned not to do too little; not to be too late. And the first 
chill fact we face is that neither can be avoided if there is a 
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lax, self-indulgent and complacent spirit in our people. The 
one sure way to produce enough, and to produce it in time, 
is to establish the rigid rule: ‘Defence First’. The only sure 
way is that both time and materials used in manufacturing 
peace-time wares be adjusted to defence, and that time and 
materials at present used for defence be expanded 
according to the Government's plan. The Government is 
taking that way, inflexibly and determinedly. And nothing 
will be permitted to stand against that way - whether it be 
persons or groups of persons, private-owner or companies, 
worker or property-owner. That way must be accepted 
without argument. There must be no qualifications or 
conditions. If you stop to argue with the Government then 
you will not be able to argue with the Japanese. It is fight or 
work. No other course is open to any Australia. The battle 
for production has to be won as the foundation upon 
which our fighting forces may win their most terrible of all 
battles. 
 
The civilian is also a combatant. There is no immunity for 
him or her. I have no doubt that we shall suffer the scars of 
war and the casualties of the conflict. Let there be order in 
the community then; keep the factories guarded and going; 
put responsibility in the first place; observe the black-outs; 
read carefully what to do in an alert; what to do in a raid; 
what to do when fires start. Every human being unhurt can 
help those not so fortunate. Let us be brethren in the face 
of the common foe. For the people of the democracies are 
brethren. They have a common purpose and share a 
common fate. 
 
Since last I spoke to you, the Government was able to 
announce the achievement of the unity of command 
agreement for the south-west Pacific. It is now possible to 
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tell you that negotiations are proceeding whereby Australia, 
which has its gallant sons in the Australian Imperial Force 
and the Royal Australian Air Force fighting in Malaya, will 
have its proper place on the staff which will work with 
General Sir Archibald Wavell. Occupying as it does a vitally 
important strategic place in the Pacific war, and having its 
very existence wrapped up in the outcome of the conflict, 
from the very outset, Australia has put its views plainly 
before the British Prime Minister (Mr. Churchill) and 
President Roosevelt. We have said that Australia's voice 
shall not only be an effective one but that it shall be heard 
in a proper place. We have made it clear - not since Rabaul 
fell - but in the past momentous weeks, that the Australian 
Government considered the very first duty it owed to the 
people of the Commonwealth was that Australian affairs 
should be conducted, and that events should take their 
course, only after Australia had had its full say in what is, 
after all, the shaping of our destiny. Those representations 
have been made to the leaders of the other democracies. 
They have been completely devoid of ambiguity. They have 
meant what they said. We have outlined what it is the 
Australian Government conceives should be the machinery 
for the shaping of the democracies’ strategy. 
 
The whole philosophy of the way of life for which we are 
fighting means that in war-time it is more important, even 
than in peace-time, that consultation as equals should mark 
the activities, firstly of those charged with the government 
of a democracy, and, secondly, those jointly represented the 
several democracies. No single nation can afford to risk its 
future on the infallibility of one man, and no nation can 
afford to submerge its right of speaking for itself because 
of the assumed omniscience of another. 
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On this Australia Day, with a full realization of what this 
day means to us, we give regard to the meaning of our 
nationhood. Our men have shown the stuff of which we 
are made on many a death-charged battlefield; in many a 
spine-chilling air battle; on the storm-tossed seven seas. 
Those deeds are our salute to nationhood. We, therefore, 
claim the right to bring to the collaborating council table 
the same fighting calibre; the same passionate 
determination which is our heritage from the past and our 
possession in the present.  
 
The flame of freedom lit in this land by our first settlers, 
and kept aglow by the generations which followed, is not 
extinguishable by any enemy. We are the youngest 
civilization in the oldest continent. On this, our anniversary 
natal day, I pay tribute to intrepid explorers, hardy 
pioneers, great citizens, statesmen, industrialists, men and 
women of the land, heroic warriors, and all those nation 
building spirits whose works have come down to us. We 
dedicate ourselves to their noble aspirations. We shall fulfil 
their hopes, complete their enterprises. 
 
That is the call I sound to you to-night. We carry on the 
purpose of Captain James Cook; we maintain the tradition 
of Captain Arthur Philip. This Australia is for Australians; 
it is a White Australia with God’s blessing we shall keep it 
so. 
 
In the last one hundred years of our occupancy of Australia 
there has never been a time when the challenge to our 
occupancy was direct and so menacing. The men and 
women who pioneered this country endured hardships and 
privation in the belief that they were building the 
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foundations for a great civilisation. Their spirit has come 
down to us as an imperishable heritage.” 
John Curtin, 1942 
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2. Anzac Day 
 

ANZAC Day is sacredly a day of Australia and New 
Zealand.  Yet what it recalls, what it symbolises and to what 
it is dedicated, are things that belong to civilisation. For is 
not ANZAC Day a day that breaths the very soul of 
freedom? Is it not a day that stands deathlessly? Along with 
all those other days upon which a blow has been struck for 
a free and decent and dignified way of life. And is not 
freedom the hope of the world? 
 
So that while our two countries can join in giving 
expression to our thoughts and feelings on this day, so, too, 
can the free world join with us in homage to men whose 
lives were given as part of the price for mankind’s striving 
towards peaceful security. 
 
Generation has succeeded generation. Three decades have 
gone and the peace of the world is once again riven.  Men 
again stand between us and the aggressor. Their spirit and 
sacrifice uphold the tradition of the Anzacs of 30 years ago. 
Our race is ennobled by their selfless devotion. 
 
Upon the proud sorrow of Anzac Day, and upon the 
courage and measureless gallantry of our fighting men of 
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today, let us join in a dedication of all that we are and all 
that we hope to be, to the end that when peace comes our 
race will be enriched.   
 
The men of Anzac handed on a torch, now firmly clenched 
and carried high, by the fighting men of today. From their 
hands it will go on to the coming generations. It is upon us, 
whose task it is to support the fighting men of today, to 
give, in equal measure, of devotion what so many brave 
men have given so superbly. That is the demand that this 
Anzac Day makes on us.” 
 
Broadcast by the Prime Minister (Mr. John Curtin) over the National 
Network, April 1945 
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3. Migration Policy 
 

On 19th April, 1944, the Prime Minister (Mr. Curtin) said - 

 
The best kind of social order that the circumstances made 
possible is the inducement Australia offers for people to 
settle there after the war. We have every desire to double 
and treble the population of Australia as early as possible. 
We feel that that is a matter of internal policy which should 
ensure that there will be opportunity of full employment 
for everybody with reasonably good social conditions. We 
proclaim that we have opportunities for many, many 
people which, we think, are at least equal if not better than 
a number of other countries. We shall welcome to Australia 
those who care to come to us. The practical questions that 
are incidental to that - whether they shall be put on the land 
and given training, or paid fares, and the like - will have the 
most sympathetic outlook from the Australian 
Government towards the settlement in Australia under 
good conditions of desirable immigrants, men and women 
who realize that nothing can be got by them but by their 
own work.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

On 24th April, 1944, Mr. Curtin said - 
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I would like to see 200,000 Americans come to Australia as 
often as you like. The same applies to Britain and that is 
true also of a number of Allied countries. We would be 
glad to have such migration to Australia. 
 
We have not altered any of our immigration laws. I would 
not have liked to have had 150,000 Japanese in Australia 
before 7th December, 1941. I would like to consider 
further the question of non-white races. 
 
 

On 24th April, 1944, Mr. Curtin said - 

 
The Kimberley district in Western Australia is cattle and 
mineral country. The physical and natural conditions 
responsible for the increase in Australian population cannot 
be achieved without a great deal of planning and money. 
Parts of Australia will be the subject of such policy earlier 
than the Kimberley district. Defence policy necessitates 
settlement in sparsely-peopled parts of the Commonwealth 
and that is under consideration by the Government." 
 
 

On 4th May, 1944, Mr. Curtin said - 

 
Migrants are welcome to Australia from Britain and that 
applies to several other countries as well. I need not 
particularize. Australian policy is to encourage rapid 
addition to population. The man-power drain which war 
caused made it very clear that Australia has not enough to 
meet all the things that Australia's desires and resources 
would permit being done. If Australia had more men, it 
could send increased quantities of butter, sugar and meat to 
Britain. Australia could also make earlier provision for the 
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United States or any other Allied country to send larger 
forces to the South-West Pacific Area. The problem of 
supply is one of the bottlenecks to the disposition of the 
Allies' total resources. 
 
Therefore, migration to Australia is a settled policy. The 
Australian Government welcomes it, but it is not 
welcoming those who come to Australia imagining that 
they are going to pick up gold nuggets in the streets of 
Melbourne. Anybody who is willing to work and has good 
health, who believes that reforms can be achieved by those 
who are going to work for them and that a decent 
livelihood can be obtained only by a man who is himself 
industrious, will find in Australia no lack of opportunity for 
a decent living. 
 
Assisted migration from Britain is in contemplation. There 
are certain types - the very young, for example - who would 
be welcomed, educated and trained for opportunities to get 
skill in craftsmanship and the like. Others, who may be 
very good citizens, cannot afford the fare. Australia would 
provide it in whole or in part, but unlike what was done in 
the past, when it was held as a debt against them, I think it 
would be a bad blunder in the future and I would 
recommend my Government to regard a man who arrived 
in Australia to live as owing the government nothing the 
day he arrived. I would wipe the debt out and let him start 
as a free and independent citizen. 
 
Thought has been given to reconciling migration with 
unemployment insurance schemes, but the first step was to 
get a plan and have it passed by the Commonwealth 
Parliament. That has been done. The same is true of 
pensions. The disparities can be thought out and perhaps 
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adjusted as a result of consultation. That will take some 
time. It has been completed with Now Zealand." (For 
earlier reference, please see No. 70, page 6.) 
 
 
VISIT OF NEW ZEALAND PRIME MINISTER - 
AGREEMENT, EFFECT ON OTHER NATIONS 
 

On 19th April, 1944, the Prime Minister (Mr. Curtin) said - 

 
For decades Australia and New Zealand have been having 
conferences and consultations. As far back as 1896 New 
Zealand sent representatives to Australia and engaged in 
discussion regarding the establishment of an Australian 
federation. They were considering whether it should be an 
Australasian federation. In those days communications and 
transportation were a little slow and New Zealand did not 
come into the Australian federation. 
 
Ever since then there has been constant consideration in 
that part of the world. Also there has been the thought on 
the part of each of the Dominions that one has to do 
something for the other. When the war came to the South-
West Pacific Area it was made quite clear that the ideas had 
some substance. It was obvious that there was 
homogeneity in defence matters, but we were separated and 
had independent governments. The. relationship between 
governments must preserve the sovereign rights of the 
people of each place. But agreements can only be made as 
the result of formal discussions. This conference between 
Australia and New Zealand has arisen of the war and we 
have sought to arrive at agreements. Basically, the 
Australia-New Zealand Agreement is an agreement of 
outlook and purpose. Its spirit and intention are really its 
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basic feature. We feel it is an example that two Dominions 
who are neighbours, who are in one part of the world, 
should present the spectacle to the rest of civilization of 
being able to meet and reach agreeable conclusions". 
 
 

On 4th May, 1944, Mr. Curtin said - 

 
Australia has an Immigration Act. Australia has the right to 
impose an educational test on intending immigrants.  
 
Australia, like most countries distant from civilization, was 
a land in which certain exploiters took a keen interest. In 
Queensland they developed the sugar industry before the 
establishment of the Australian Federation. They desired 
cheap labour, so they broke out into the Polynesian Islands 
and abducted natives to work for the planters. It was 
slavery, and, after the coming of the Australian Federation, 
an end was put to it. That was a policy purely economic in 
substance. It was dictated by the Australian people's 
objection to indentured labour. 
 
The Immigration Act has no spirit of antagonism towards 
any people because of their nationality or of their location. 
The words 'white Australia' do not appear in any Australian 
statute. The Immigration Act is to protect Australian 
standards against the incursion of organized coolie labour, 
slave labour, badly-paid labour, badly-housed labour, which 
are not in the interests of those people nor in the interests 
of Australia. An end was put to it and Australia is not going 
back to it.  
 

Scandinavia 
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On 6th May, 1944, Mr. Curtin said - 

 
Australia would be glad to have immigrants from 
Scandinavian countries. Those we have had in Australia in 
the past have done well and have become first-class. 
citizens." 
 

British Migrants 
 

On 26th June, 1944, Mr. Curtin said - 

 
I did not see any evidence while in London of any great 
numbers of British persons being anxious to leave Britain. 
The British people take great pride in all that Britain has 
done. They have a keen love of country and believe in the 
future of Britain. They are virile and confident. They will 
have problems, of course, but they do not believe that the 
future holds for them anything eviller than the enemy 
which had attacked them vainly and that the fraternity and 
exertion which enabled them to keep Hitler out are 
ingredients which will enable them to face problems of the 
future with vision, courage and capacity. 
 
At the same time, there will inevitably be a number of 
persons who, as in the past, find themselves attracted by 
opportunities of a career in the distant Dominions. The 
spirit of adventure has not died in the Englishman and I 
have no doubt whatever that the flow of people to this 
land, which is now better known, and, I believe, better 
understood, will be constant. I do not know how wide the 
stream will be. 
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